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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini menganalisis novel The God of Small Things yang bercerita
tentang diskriminasi terhadap kaum untouchable (kaum tak tersentuh).
Untouchable adalah kaum kasta yang terendah di dalam sistem kasta. Penelitian
ini membabas masalah ketidakadilan yang dialami kasta terendah oleh kaum
touchable (kaum tersentuh) dalam berbagai aspek dalam kehidupan mereka.
Novel ini berlatar di Ayemenem tepatnya di daerah India.

Dalam menganalisis novel ini, penulis menggunakan teori sosiologi sastra
yang dikemukakan oleh Laurenson dan Alan Swinge Wood, yang melihat karya
sastra sebagai dokumentasi sosial. Penulis menggunakan pendekatan sosiologi
sastra untuk mengetahui permasalahan yang terkait dalam kehidupan sosial.
Kemudian, penulis menggunakan metode kualitatif, dimana hasil penelitian
dipaparkan dalam bentuk deskriptif, berupa kata-kata atau kutipan dari novel dan
sumber-sumber yang terkait dengan masalah diskriminasi terhadap kasta terendah
di India pada abad ke-20. Permasalahan yang dibahas dalam novel ini adalah
bagaimana untuk melihat adanya perlakuan diskriminasi terhadap kasta terendah
(untouchable) didalam novel yang dapat dilihat dari beberapa karakter yang ada di
dalam novel ini.

Dari hasil penelitian ini, penulis menyimpulkan bahwa kasta terendah di
India atan kaum untouchable mendapat perlakuan diskriminatif dari crang-orang
yang berasal dari kasta tertinggi (touchable) di dalam berbagai bidang dalam
kehidupan sehari-hari. Karakter utama yang diperlakukan tidak adil oleh orang-
orang vang berasal dari kaum touchable dengan cara meludah, menyepak, tidak
mengizinkan mereka berjalan didepan umum, tidak diizinkan untuk masuk rumah
kasta tertinggi, memberikan gaji yang rendah dan tidak boleh menikah dengan
kasta tertinggi. Hasil penelitian ini diharapkan dapat memberikan wacana baru
juga sumbangan pada pembaca tentang masalah diskriminasi didalam kehidupan
nyata dan bagaimana hubungannya dengan sebuah karya sastra, khususnya novel.
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CHAPTER]
INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Background of the Research

Literary work as a product of society that is created by the author as the
result of what he thinks. sees, and feeis as emotion and imagination. The peopie
use word literature. in a broad sense. to mean compositions that tell stories.
dramatize situations, and analyze and advocate ideas. Actually, most of literary
works come from the real phenomenon that happens in life. There are several
tvpes of literarv works. Thev are novel. poetrv. drama or plav. etc. To do the

research, the writer uses the novel of The God of Small Things. Arundhati Roy as

the author of this novel has described ciearily the condition of Indian society In
20th century such as discrimination and marriage system. In doing this analysis.
the writer provides description of the discrimination toward the Untouchable caste
or condition in the novel. and then compare with the sociai condition at that time.

In analvzing The God of Small Things. the writer uses the sociological
approach and the theory is sociology of literature that is proposed by Alan
Swingewood. T'n(.e writer assumes that both socioiogy of literature theory and
sociological approach is suitable for the analysis. The main part of novel takes
place in 1969, a time when the discrimination of toward the Untouchable caste in
India was stiil very strongiy imbedded.

In the novel. the writer finds that in 1969 in India. discrimination of the
Untouchable becomes the main factor of having mate. At that moment members

of the iowest caste are not permitted to touch members of higher castes or enter
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their houses. This extreme form of discrimination was deeplv embedded over
centuries in the Indian society in 1969. In India, the caste system was considered a
way 1o organize society. Arundhati Roy’s book shows how terribly cruei such a
svstem can be.

To do the research, the writer chooses the novel The God of Small Things
with several reasons. First, the writer finds that this novel reflects the social
condition and it is appropriate to be analvzed sociologically. Through sociological
theory, the writer tries to reveal discrimination toward the Untouchable. Second,
in this novel. the writer sees that ail the peopie are not equal: there are severai
levels of caste in Indian societies. Since the society in this novel has caste that
determine their life fortune. In addition to this, the caste results the discrimination
of The Untouchable. Therefore. the writer is challenged to analvze the
discrimination toward The Untouchable. Some books state that The Untouchable
is the fifth caste. Gerda Wever-Rabehl in his e-book entitled India’s Outcasts said
that untouchable fall into a fifth category outside the caste system. They are
required to perform tasks that are considered so impure that they couid not
possible be included in the traditional caste svstem (2). However in another book.
the Untouchable is the out caste. The third reason, the writer is interested to
analvze this novel because the novel is written by Arundhati Rov who has
received an extraordinary advance of half a million pounds on the novel of The

God of Small Things. After the novel’s publication in i997. the book won the

prestigious Booker Prize.
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The writer hopes that after doing this research. she can get some values
about life andalso could help the reader in understanding the literary work with
this reiated case. The main character of this novei comes from The Untouchabie.
The Untouchable is having the discrimination bv the other caste. In this research.
the writer focuses to the discrimination toward The Untouchable it self, Therefore,
in this research the writer gives her titie: The Discrimination Against The
Untouchable Caste in Asian Indian Sociefy as Reflected in Arundhati Rov’s

The God of Small Things.

1.2 The Identification of the Problem

The main problem in the novel is the discrimination of the Untouchable of
Indian society. At this time. members of the Uniouchabie are not permitied to
touch members of higher castes or enter their houses. This extreme form of
discrimination was deeply embedded over centuries in the Indian society in 1969.
They had the iowest jobs and lived in subhuman conditions. In India. the caste
svstem was considered a way to organize society.

In this novel, the discrimination happens toward a caste that is called The
Untouchable. Veiutha comes from the lowest caste that usualiy calied The
Untouchable caste. His family has been working for Chacko’s for generations.
The Kochamas come from the Touchable caste. They are factory owners, the
dominating class. By seeing the problem above. the writer finds out how the

discrimination of the Untouchable in Indian society as reflected in The God of
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Small Things. Here. the writer analvzes the work that states literarv as reflection

of social condition of the society.

1.3. The Scope of the Research
‘There are some interesting problems to analyze in this Arundhati Roy’s

work. Nevertheless in this research. the writer focuses on the point of the
discrimination of the Untouchable of Indian society in many aspects. To limit her
scope of anaiysis. the writer poses some rese‘arch questions as in the foliowing:

1. What are the social discriminations toward the Untouchable Caste in Indian

society as Reflected in Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things?
Z. What are the economicai discriminations toward the Untouchabie Caste in

Indian society as Reflected in Arundhati Rov’s The God of Small Things
3. What are the political discriminations toward the Untouchable Caste in

Indian society as Reflected in Arundhati Rov’s The God of Smaii Things 7

1.4. The Objective of the Research

‘The objective in doing this research is to analyze the discrimination of the
Untouchable in Indian society by using the sociology of literature theory by Alan
Swingewood that views literary works as a social document. Here, the writer
provides many aspects that show the discrimination toward the Untouchabie, such
as social discrimination. economical discrimination and political discrimination.
The purpose of this analysis is to prove whether the discrimination of the

Untouchabie of Indian society occurred or not by seeing the social condition as a
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description of the real world. Besides. the writer hones this analvsis can enrich

information abeut the discrimination of the Untouchable in Indian society.

1.5. The Review of Previous Studies

In previous study, the writer finds a problem because the novel’s The God of
Small Things has not been analvzed by students in Andalas University. The writer
only finds the same theory but different literary work. The writer finds some
researchers which appiy many criticisms into this literarv work in internet.

First is Lvdia Saleh. in her article entitled From God to Marx: (Meta)
Physicalties in Arundhati Roys The God of Small Things. In her writing, she says
that this novel covers a broad historical spectrum: pre-coioniai: postcoioniai:
Hindu. and Communist. each epoch with its various lavers and fragments of
history. It engages both Western and Indian culture and celebrates the ancient and
the modern in a hybridity which coupies the mythoiogical and the material. (203).
In The God of Small Thines. Kerala is formidable character. ever evocative.

teeming, brooding and menacing.

Second is Veena Shukia in her articie entitied Untouchabilitv and Social

Exclusion in Arundbati Rov’s The God of Small Things. In her writing, he
examines the maltreatment meted out to Velutha, one of the characters in
Arundhati Rov’s The God of Small Things. (963). It is storv about the rights of
the women and the untouchables versus age-old restrictions imposed by the

traditionalist Indian society. The characters in the novei are caught up in a
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complex web of actions that take place in their lives. and affect each other in one
way or the other.

Shazia Sadaf in his writing entitied Coiour Play in Arundhati Koy’s The

God of Small Things. The God of Small Things is complex in its simplicitv. Its
language is a tantalizing play on the familiarly unfamiliar. The monsoon moist,
intenselv colored Kerala’s backdrop is startiingly novel for Western readership.
The characters, their names. and issues of class are an immediate challenge fo the
apathetical reader. The movement is dynamic, yet subjective in tone; the narrative
detached. vei painfully moving. For aii iis seemingly erratic stylistic devices, The
God of Small Thines emerges as a perfectly harmonious work because of an
underlying threadwork of connecting ideas.

Besides that. in iibrary of the facuity of ietters. the writer aiso finds a thesis
that uses the sociologv approach to analvze the literarv work. Ilham Maizal
(2009) who writes a thesis entitled “Discrimination as seen in William
Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice™ In his analysis. he focuses on describing
tha dicoriminatinn in Venisa durina 16% centurv. He analuzec thic nlav to chow

that this play contains religious, law, social life, and economy issues about the

.
Adicrriminatinn ac raflactad in tha main charantar in Tha Marchant of Vaniece
digcrimination agc refiactesd m the mamn characiar 1 [ ne Merchant o vemdoe,

Then he compares with the historical facts.

Next, Khairul Ihsan (2009) who writes a thesis entitied “The Impacts of

Social Ciasses toward Marriage Svstem in the Late of 19" Centurv in Britain as

seen in A Room with a View by E.M Forster. In his analysis, he focuses on the

condition on British society in the late of nineteenth century and the impacts of
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social classes towards marriage svstem. He finds marriage as social

improvement, and materialism

1.6 The Theoretical Framework
In analyzing ‘The God of Small ‘Yhings, whose is written by Arundhati Roy,
the writer wants to apply Sociological theory proposed by Alan Swingewood.
This research is condueted by using mimetic approach. As Abrams states in his
book A Glossary of Literary Terms that:
Mimetic criticism view the literarv work as an imitation. or reflection
or representation of the world and human life, and the primary
criterion appiied to a work is the “truth” of its representation to the
subiect matter that it represents. or should represent. This mode of
criticism, which first appeared in Plato and (in a qualified way) in
Aristotle, remains characteristic of modern theories of literary realism.
(51
The quotation above indicates that literary work might contain with the real aspect
of the world. through the mimetic theory. one knows that literarv work is an
imitation of reality which uses language as a media of the author to transfer his
thinking and feeiing.
Based on the explanation above. the writer abplies Sociology of Literature
theory by Alan Swingewood fo analyze the novel, As Alan Swingewood wrote in

The Socioiogy of Literature: “Sociology is essentially the scientific. obiective

studv of man in society. the studv of social institutions and social processes: it
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seeks to answer the auestion of how societv is possible. how it works. why it
persists” (11). Based on the quotation above, it could be assumed that if a person
wants to analvze the Iiterarv work by using socioiogy of literature theory. she or
he has to relate with the situation in the work with social condition at the time the

novel was written. As Swingewood stated in his book The Sociology of

Literature:
“The sociological study of literature is thus a fairly late arrival, for
although there are today well developed sociologies of religion,
education, poiitics.  sociai change. even of such an imprecise area as
ideology. there is virtually no established corpus of knowledge called

the sociology of literature.” (13)

Sociological approach is a general understanding of whv and how the
problem develops, of how people get affected by them and what are involved in
deaiing with them. In other words. the socioiogical approach is an approach 10
find the meaning of imaginary in literarv works that learns about the societv.
social classes, love affair, religion, nature, etc. Sociological approach can be used
to deveiop what the author sees within society, which is delivered in his/her own
stvle.

In another term, Sapardji Djoko Damono in his book Pedoman Penelitian

Sosiologi sastra states:

Secara singkat dapat dijelaskan bahwa sosiologi adalah telaah vang

objektif dan ilmiah tentang manusia dalam masyarakat; telaah tentang
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lembaga dan proses sosial. Sosiologi mencoba mencari tahu basaimana
masyarakat dimungkinkan, bagaimana ia berlangsung, dan bagaimana ia

tetap ada. (&)

From the auotation above. it could be assumed that sociology cannot be
separated with buman in a community. There are three perspectives that proposed

bv Swingewood in his book The Socioiogy of Literature the first he states that

“The most popular perspective adopts the documentarv aspect of literature.
arguing that it provides a mirror to the age.” (13) From this quotation literature is
viewed as a reflection of social condition. Sociology tries to find out about social
system. social process etc.

The second perspective is “The second approach to a literary sociology
moves away from the emphasis on the work of literature iiseif to the production
side. and especially to the social situation of the writer.” (17) From the guotation
above it can be concluded that the writer and his work is related each other.

As stated by Swingewood in his book. “A third perspective. one demanding
a high level of skills, attempts to trace the ways in which a work of literature is
actuaiiy received by a particular society at a specific historical moment.” (Z1) The
third perspective is concerning with the paradiem of the people to the literarv
work. This perspective is influenced by the historical event.

According to Swingewood’s three perspectives above. the writer applies
the first perspective that views the literary work as social document which have

the reflection the work was written. This perspective seems to be possible to be
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applied in Arundhati Rov’s The God of Small Things. Furthermore. Arundhati

Roy’s The God of Small Things is a suitable object to be analyzed by using

sociologicai approach as a theoretical framework. This work contains the social
condition in Indian societv and the issue the discrimination toward untouchable of

Indian society.

1.7. The Metheds of the Research
1.7.1 Collecting Data
In conducting the research, the writer uses the library research. There are

two kinds of data that writer applies. the primary data and secondary data. For

primary data the writer uses the novel The God of Small Things by Arundhati
Rov. To make it ciear. the writer aiso takes the information from books that
support the topic of the research such as books. iournal. and essav can be found

from internet or official website

1.7.2 Analvzing the Data

In analyzing the data, the writer applied the qualitative method to conduct
the research by the writer. Here. the writer must read the novel first in order to
understands the storv and finds out sociological issues which indicate the
discrimination toward the Untouchabie in Arundhati Roy’s The God of Smalil
Things. The writer can give a note due to important statements. sentences. or

evens and analvze it by using sociological theorv proposed by Swingewood.
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1.7.2 Presenting the Result of the Analvsis
In presenting the result of the analysis, the writer uses a report of

descriptive, Semi in his book Metode Penelitian Sastra “Penelitian yang deskriptif

artinva data terurai dalam bentuk kata-kata atau sambar-gambar. bukan dalam
bentuk angka-angka.” (24). From the quotation above, it could be assume that the
qualitative method is descriptive in which the data are elaborated through words.
not in the forms of numbers or pictures. Through sociological theory. the writer
tries to reveal discrimination toward the Untouchable such as in social,
economical and political discrimination which is pictured in Arundhati Rov’s The

God of Small Things by using the theory of sociology by Alan Swingewoad.
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CHAPTER 11
PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS
In this part, the writer analyzes the intrinsic elements of the novel to
elaborate more about the content and the conflict in the novel itself. As Guerin
states in his book A Handbook of Critical Approach to Literature “The vractical
response is not only desirable but also indeed essential in the fullest appreciation
of literature” (8). The quotation above expiains that the researchers must have a
good understanding about the intrinsic elements such as plot. characters. setting
and theme of the novel before analyzing the extrinsic element. Therefore, befare

as follows:

2.1. Characters

As William Kenney in his book How to Analyze Fiction

“A character is obviously relevant to us and to our experience if he like
ourselves or like others whom we know. Lifelikeness, then, have been
properly understood as one form of reievance. A character is reievant if
there are a lot of people like him in the real world” (27).
From the quotation above, it can be concluded that character is one of the most
important eiements in fiction Characier can be divided into two types. flat
character and round character. “Flat or simple character is less the representation
of human personality than the embodiment or single attitude or obsession in

character. (28). In other words. it is not showing the obvious changing in
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personality. Meanwhile. round characters are obviously more life like than simple

one, because in life people are not simply embodiments of single attitude”

1. Velutha
Velutha is the protagonist. ‘The personalities of this man are kind, strong,

and talented person. He comes from the Untouchable offsoring. Therefore. he
faces discrimination by the Touchable although he is a talented person. Velutha
comes from the iowest caste (untouchabie) that is not weli established in financial.
He is an Untouchable who serves as a handvman for Mammachi and the rest of
the family. It is shown in the following quotation.

Mamachi rehired Veiutha as the factory carpenter and put him in charge

of general maintenance. It caused a great deal of resentment among the

other Touchable factory workers because, according to them, Paravans

were not meant to be carpenters. And certainiy, prodigal Paravans were

not meant to be rehired (74)

From the quotation above, it could be assumed that Velutha is famous with
his carpentry skiils. He works as carpenter in Baby Kochama’s Paradise Pickle.
Avpart from his carpentry skills. Velutha has a way with machines. The day of
Margareth and Sophie’s arrival, Ammu and Velutha realize that they are attracted
o one another. When her intimaie reiationship with Veiutha is discovered. Ammu
is tricked and locked in her room and Velutha is banished. Velutha, the purest of
all, is the one who is most betrayed. He is even betrayed by a little seven year old

boy who ioves him deariyv.
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2, Vellva Paapen
Vellya Paapen is a Velutha’s father. He is old and comes from the Paravan
caste (the Untouchabie). and a toddy tapper. He is the round characier. It can be
supported based on auotation below:
Velutha’s father, Vellya Paapen, however, was an Old-World-Paravan.
He had seen the Crawiing Backwards Days and his gratitude to
Mammachia and her familv for all that thev had done for him was as
wide and deep as a river in spate. When he had his accident with the
stone chip, Mammachi organized and paid for his glass eve (73)
Vellya Paapen scolds for Velutha’s affair with Ammu, a high status woman. This
is against this social restriction. Velutha's father tells Mamachi and Baby
Kochamma of his son's affair with Ammu, and aii heii is iet loose. Paapen is an

old Paravan and therefore does not dare to disturb the social hierarchy.

3. Baby Kochamma

Estha’s and Rahel’s grandaunt. She is a flat character. She renounces the
material world when she is young. but becomes materialistic when she is old.
Baby Kochama really ignores and hate Velutha and Vellya Paapen that come from
the Untouchabie. Baby Kochamma is seifish. insecure and vindictive person. On
hearing about this love affair between Velutha and Ammu. Babv Kochamma
conspires with the Inspector and Velutha is put behind the prison by Inspector

Mauhew. where he is severelv beaten to death. When she was a girl. Baby
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Kochamma fell in love with a handsome Irish monk named Father Mulligan who

made weekly visits to her father.

4. Chacko
Chako is Rahel’s and Estha’s uncle. He is a round character. He is Mammachi
and Pappachi’s only son. Paradise Pickies and Preserves is Mammachi’s factory.,
but after the passing of her husband, ownership flowed directly to her son,
Chacko. It can be shown based on quotation beiow:
Ub to the time Chacko arrived. the factorv had been a small but profitable
enterprise. Mammachi just ran it like a large kitchen. Chacko had it
registered as a partnership and informed Mammachi that he was the
sleeping partner. He invested in equipment (canning machines. cauldrons.
cookers) and expanded the labor force. (56)
He is an intellectual man who foilows the education in Oxford. He met Margaret
while she was working in an Oxford café. He marries her without telling his
family. She grows tired of his squalor within a year, however, and divorces him
around the time that their daughter, Sophie Mol is born. He was also unsuccessful

at running the pickle factory, which started to lose money.

5. Ammu
Ammu is Estha’s and Rahel’s mother and she is a flat character. She is a
beautiful woman who has been victimized first by her father and then her

husband. She met her future husband at a wedding reception. Then she divorces
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him and returns to the Avemenem House when he starts to abuse the twins, She
has an affair with the Untouchable man, Velutha. Ammu’s relationship with
Love Laws and the verv traditions that the country was founded upon. She dies
alone in a cheap hotel at the age of thirty-one as strengthen based on the quotation
below:
Ammu died in a grimy room in the Bharat Lodge in Alleppev, where she
had gone for a job interview as someone’s secretary. She died alone.
With a noisy ceiiing fan for company and no Estha to iie at the back of
her and talk to her. She was thirtv-one. Not old. not young. but a viable.
die able age (154)
Then. the church refuses to burry her. Therefore. Chacko hired a van to transport
the body to the electric crematorium. She had wraoped in a dirtv bedsheet and laid

out on a stretcher (154).

6. Baba

Baba is Estha and Rahel’s father. Amomu divorces him when the children are
very voung. He is a flat character. He was a violent alcoholic who not only beat
his wife and children, but attempted to prostitute his wife to his English employer.
Baba has remarried, resigned from his job on a tea piantation. and more or iess
stobped drinking when, after Sophie MI’s death. Estha moves in with him in
Calcutta. When Estha is an adult, Béba sends him back to Ayemenem and

emigrates 1o Australia.
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7. Rahel
Rahel is Estha’s female fraternal twin, Rahel and Estha look up to Velutha, and

they are friend. It can be seen in the quotation beiow:
Just then Rahel saw Velutha. Vellva Paapen’s son. Velutha. Her most
beloved friend Velutha. Velutha marching with a red flag. In a white shirt
and mundu with angry veins in his neck. He never usuaily wore a shirt.
Rahel rolled down her window in a flash. “Velutha! Velutha!” she called to
him. (68)

Rahel. when grown up. leaves for the US. gets married. divorced and finaily

returns to Avemenem after several vears working as a waitress in an Indian

restaurant and as a nights clerk at a gas station.

8. Estha

Estha is Rahel’s male fraternal twin. His full name is Esthappen. Estha has a
good relationship with Veiutha who works in Paradise Pickie. Estha is serious
and intellicent boy. Rahel and Estha. both. are reunited for the first time since they
were 7 years old. Both Estha and Rahel have been damaged by their past, and by
this time Estha siient because of his traumatic chiidhood. Inspite of living in India
Estha and Rahel do not know anv caste and religion. They are completely

innocent in this cruel world.
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9. KNM Comrade Pillai
KNM Comrade Pillai is the leader of the Communist party in Ayemenem. He

has a very intelligent son named Lenin, Comrade Pillai secretly holds the team

work with capitalism people. Even he tries to get unity with the police in order to

make Veiuiha (untouchabie) going out, because of Velutha’s unholy reaiiy made

Comrade’s party difficult to operate. It can be supported based on quotation

below:
The onlv snag in Comrade K.N.M. Pillai’s plans was Velutha. Of all the
workers at Paradise Pickles, he was the only card-holding member of
the Party, and that gave Comrade Piilai an aily he would rather have
done without. He knew that all the other Touchable workers in the
factory resented Velutha for ancient reasons of their own. Comrade
Piilai stepped carefuily around this wrinkle, waiiting for a suitabie
opportunity to iron it out. (115)

From quotation above, it could be assumed that Comrade K.N.M Pliiai wants to

make something crazy with Velutha. He reaily doesn’t want his party difficuit to

operate because of the existing of Velutha as untouchable who works in Paradise

Pickle.

10. Mammachi
Mammachi is the grand mother of Rahel and Estha. She is the antagonist
character. In this novel. she really does the unjust toward the lower caste. He

rehired Velutha as the factory carpenter and put him in charge of general
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maintenance (74). Even. she wouldn’t allow the lower caste to walk on public
roads, as can be found in this quotation “In Mammachi’s time Paravans, like other
Untouchabies. were not ailowed to walk on public roads. not ailiowed to cover
their uoper bodies. not allowed to cover their upper bodies (71)”. She got anery

when Velutha and Ammu have love affair.

11. Inspector Thomas Mathew
The police inspector who interviews Baby Kochama on the night Velutha dies.
He has a good reiationship with Comrade Piliai. They try to avoid Veiuiha

(Untouchable) who works in Paradise Pickle. Thev regard Velutha as unclean

carpenter.

2.2 Theme

As William Kenney suggests in his book How to Analyze Fiction “Theme is
the meaning. but it is not “hidden” and it is not illustrated. Theme is the meaning.
the story releases it may be the meaning the story discovers. Theme concerns to
what the main point of the story is talking about and what the core point of
wholeness sienified in the story. Through the theme a reader can get more
profound understanding about the story. By theme we mean the necessary
impiications of the whoie story. not a separabie part of a story”. (91). Kelated io
the topic discussed. the writer found the themes in The God of Small Things. The

God of Small Things is a novel that told about forbidden love, betrayal and social

discrimination.
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The storv is set in the caste societv of India. In this time (in 1969).
members of untouchable were not permitted to touch members of higher castes or
enter the houses. This extreme form of discrimination was deepiy embedded over
centuries in the Indian societv. The Untouchables were considered polluted
beings. They had the lowliest jobs and lived in subhuman conditions. In India, the
caste system was considered a 'way to organize society. Along with the caste
system. writer see an econmic class struggle. This storv also about the killing of
Velutha by the police of Ayemenem, a village in Kerala

The Kochammas are considered as upper ciass. They are factory owners,
the dominating class. Arundhati Roy’s book shows how terribly cruel such a
system can be. The Kochammas are considered the higher caste. They are factory
owners, the dominating ciass. Mammachi and Baby Kochamma wouid not deign
to mix with those of a lower caste. Besides that. the Kochammas are very class
conscious. They have a need to maintain their status. Discriminatton is a way of
protecting one’s priviieged position in society.

In this story. there is also betrayal element. There are big and small
betrayals. Love, ideals and confidence are all betrayed, consciously and
unconsciousiy. Comrade Pillai betrays not only Velutha’s trust and ideails but aiso
Chako’s. Pillai does this with no qualm. to further his own and his party’s interest.
Baby Kochamma is capable of lying and betraying everyone, even innocent
children, to protect her own social position. Vellya Paapen, aiso in fear of his own

position. betrays his son by telling Mamachi about Velutha and Ammu. Velutha,
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2.3 Plot

Mario Klarer in his book entitled An Introduction to Literary Studies, “Plot is
the logical interaction of the various thematic elements of a text which lead to a
change of the original situation as presented at the outset of the narrative”. (15)
From the quotation above. it is important for the writer to understand the piot of
the novel at once before starting the analysis. According to William Kenney. plot
is ordered sequence of events in the story. There are two types of plot, natural and
fiashback. In flashback piot. while foliow by flowing forward. ali of the events
also glancing to the past events. In a natural plot. all of the events flow forward in
a chronological order without glancing to the past events. Generally, plot can be
divided into four essential parts: they are exposition. rising action. climax. and
falling action. (18). Usually. the structure of a plot is started from the opening or
expositions, rising actions, climax and falling actions, and ending. The beginning
of the story usuaily is used to be introduction to the readers.

Furthermore. here is the brief explanation of the plot of the novel: The
exposition of the story opens in the first part. In this part, Arundhati Roy provides
the reader some information about the character. setting, theme and littie bit about
the conflicts of the story. The story opens with Rahel’s return to Avemenem after
hearing that her twin brother, Estha, has come home. Ammu’s father, Pappachi is
married to Mammachi. a violinisi. Pappachi and Mammachi have two chiidren: a
daughter named Ammu and a son named Chacko. She meets Baba and marries
him. In 1962, they have twins: a boy named Estha and a girl named Rahel. It turns

out Baba is not oniy an aicoholic. he aiso teiis iots of iies. big and smaii. for no
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apparent reason. One dav Baba loses his job. but his Enelish boss savs he will
work something out for him if Baba will let him sleep with Ammu. Baba runs this
indecent proposai to Ammu (like that's going to go weli for him...) and beats her
when she refuses. Ammu takes the kids and moves back to Avemenem. So that's it
for our back-story. Chacko goes on to study as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford, where
he marries a white woman named Margaret. They have a daughter named Sophie.
While she's pregnant, Margaret falls for a guy named Joe, whom she marries after
divorcing Chacko. Chacko is heartbroken and moves back to Ayemenem.
Mammachi owns Paradise Pickies and Preserves and it is siowly going out of
business. His son is Chacko. It was onlyv after Pappachi died that Chacko resisned
his job as lecturer at the Madras Christian College, and came to Ayemenem with
his Bailiol Oar and his Pickie Baron dreams. Up to the time Chacko arrived. the
factorv had been a small but profitable enterprise. He invested in eauipment and
expanded the labor force. Aimost immediately, the financial slide began, but was
artificiaily buoyed by exiravagant bank ioans that Chacko raised by mortgaging
the family’s rice fields around the Avemenem House. The one good thing that the
factory has going for it is the Untouchable, Velutha who is a master of machines.
He works at Paradise Pickies and Preserves for much iess than he deserves
because of his status as an Untouchable in the caste svstem. Because he is an
Untouchable, the factory workers get upset at his working in a “Touchable”, the
factory and start compiaining. These compiaints put Mammachi and Chacko on
edge as they begin to consider wavs to rid themselves of him. Chacko’s ex-wife

arrives with their daughter, Sophie Mol, and as Rahel puts it so eloquently:
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“Things can change in a dav.” This day. the dav of Sophie Mol’s arrival. marks
the beginning of an affair between Touchable Ammu and Untouchable Velutha.
Estha and rahel are caught in the middie and their lives will never be the same.

The rising action of the storv starts in character of Velutha. Velutha is an
Untouchable . His family has been working for Chako’s for generations. Velutha
is extremely ciever with his hands. an accomplished carpenter and mechanic.
Unlike other untouchables. Velutha has a self-assured air, and has become
indispensable at the pickle factory because of his skills with repairing the
machinery. Rahei and Estha iook up to Veiutha, and he beiriends them. Ammu
falls in love with Velutha, a low-caste Untouchable who works in the family’s
pickle and preserve factory. Amamu is an upper-caste, while Velutha is an
Uniouchabie. member of the iowest casie in India. For this casie transgression. the
untouchable is beaten to death by the police and Ammu is shunned by her family
and friends. The other characters - Kochamma, Mammachi, Chacko, Estha, Rahel,
Vellva. and Inspector Mathew are caught up in actions and reactions in their dailv
affairs.

Despite the fact that Velutha is a highlv talented person with proven skills of
carpentary, yet he what he gets in life is the social exclusion. As writer has found
in the novel. there is an affair between Veiutha and Ammu. Ammu. naked now.
crouched over Velutha. her mouth on his. He drew her hair around them like a
tent. Like her children did when they wanted to exclude the outside world (318).

The Ciimax happens when her intimate relationship with Velutha is

discovered. Ammu is tricked and locked in her room and Velutha is banished.
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When the twins ask their mother why she has been locked up. Ammu blames them
as the reason why she cannot be free and screams at them go away. Rahel and
Estha decide to run away. During the night. while trying to reach an abandoned
house across the river. their boat capsizes and Sophie drowns. The twins search all
night for Sophie, but can not find her. Weaily, they fall asleep at the abandoned
house. They are unaware that Velutha is there as well. for it is where he secretly
meets with Ammu. When Sophie’s body is discovered, baby Kochamma get the
police and accuses Velutha of being responsible for Sophie’s death. She claims
ihai Velutha attempted rape Ammu. threatened the family. and kidnapped the
children. A groun of policemen hunts Velutha down and savagely beats him for
crossing caste lines.
The Failing action: Out of malice towards Veiutha, Baby Kochamma telis
the Police that Velutha has raped Ammu and kidnavped the children. The
Inspector sends him man to arrest him and drag him back to the police station
afterwards even though he has aiready been a living-dead. Baby Kochamma tricks
Estha that either he identities Velutha as the abductor. or the family will all go to
jail for Sophic Mol’s death. Estha reacts according to Baby Kochamma’s dictation
and from then on he is tortured by guiit. Ammu is expeiled from Ayemenen
House. and Estha is sent back to his father.

The story ends with Velutha dying in custody. Estha is returned to his
father in Caicutta. oniy to be returned to Ayemenem after twenty-three vears.
Rahel wins admission into a mediocre college of architecture in Delhi. She

remains there for eight years without finishing the undergraduate course.
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However. she does get married to Larrv McCaslin. an American in India
completing a doctoral thesis and follows him to Boston. The marriage falls apart.
Rahel works as a waitress for some time. then returns home to Ayemenem. This

little family is never united ever again because Ammu dies in a cheap hotel at the

age thirty one.

2.4 Setting

William Kenney in his boock How to Analyze Fiction gives a simple definition
about seiting he said “The element of fiction which reveais to us the where and
when of events we call setting”. It means before analvzing a fiction it needs to
know in what place and what time the story was narrated and also what kind of
condition in that supporting the seiting, Meanwhiie Miario Kiarer in his book
entitle An Introduction to Literarv Studies. the term setting denotes the location.
historical period, and social surrounding in which the action of a text develops
{24). The setting of Arundhati Roy’s The God of Smaii Things is in Avemenem.
Avemenem is a small town in the Southern Indian state of Kerala. “May in
Ayemenem is a hot, brooding month” (1). The time period of the novel were

4

happened in 20® century. The main part of the piot takes piace in 1969, a time
when the caste system in India was still verv stronglv imbedded. It is also the time
of increased awareness around the world and a peak of communist ideology and

influence. Kerala 1s a piace where communism betrays common people and the

god that presides is a ‘small god’ limited and dissipated by the prevailing society.
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It is a place where Communists have been elected to power since 1957 and are

subsequently in government until this present day.

2.5 Point of View

Mario Klarer in his book entitled An Introduction to Literary Studies, the term

point of view. or narrative perspective. characterizes the way in which a text
presents persons, events, and settings (20). This novel is narrated in the third
person. However. during a great part of the narrative, the reader sees everything
throush Rahel’s eves. This ecives the redaer a verv special insight into the
happenings and characters. Some other parts of the book are written from the

point of view of an observer who has no direct invoivement in the scene.
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CHAPTER Il
AN OVERVIEW OF CASTE SYSTEM IN INDIA

This chapter is the supporting chapter which gives knowledge to the writer
and also the reader to understand the next chapter. Since the approach is mimetic,
thus the writer reiates this additionai chapter to the discrimination of the
untouchable caste. Ancient India developed a social svstem in which peovle were
divided into separate close communities. These communities are known in
English as caste.

The caste svstem is generally associated with Hinduism in India and other
countries. Richard T. Schaefer in his book Sociology said that castes are
hereditary systems of rank. usuaily refigiously dictated, that tend to be fixed and
immobile (214). The statements above are supported by Rai Pandit Sharma’s
statement in his book entitled The Caste System. He states that caste is hereditary
and immutabie. binding an individuai to a particuiar socio-economic stratum from
birth. Veena Shukia in her iournal entitles Untouchabilitv and Social Exclusion
said that the word ‘caste’ is derived from the Portuguese word ‘casta” which
means pure or unaduitured (sharing a Latin root. with the word ‘chaste’). Richard
Lannov in his book entitled The Speaking Tree :

Caste may variously be described as a system of institutionalized
inequality, a social instrument of assimilation. an archaic form of
‘trade unionism’. and an extension of the ioint-family system
reflecting the pattern of kinship interdependence upon the total social

structure (137).
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Vaishya are the farmers, merchants, and artisans of society, and the
Shudra are servants and workers (Schmidt et al 132-145). The lowest
class is the Dalits, known as the untouchables. The Dalits are said to
have no caste as they are not even viewed as being part of human
society (1)

Anne Ferguson Jensen in his book entitled Caste System said that some describe

varnas as caste. The four castes are in hierarchical order Brahmins (priests and
teachers), Ksyatriyas (aristocrats, warriors and rulers), Vaisyas (farmers and
merchants) and Sudras (laborers and servants).
1. Brahmins (priests and teachers)
The Brahmin caste is assigned the highest status of the four varnas but also
must live by the strictest rules. In their very name, Brahmins are identified
with the supreme being, and so are expected to uphold this high honor by
their conduct. In addition, they must observe many detailed rules
concerning ritual purity in their personal lives. They must avoid contact
with dirt, for instance and may not eat foods such as meat that are
considered to be polluted.
2. Ksyatriyas (aristocrats, warriors and rulers)
The Kshatriya caste includes soldiers, generals, and kings. Their traditional
role is to defend the society from invaders and robbers, and they are
expected to be both brave and high-minded. The kshatriyas must study the

ancient Hindu scriptures under the guidance of a Brahman teacher and are
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caste svstem (2). However in another book. the Untouchable is the out caste. The
Untouchable people are the lowest class.in the Indian caste system. Gerda Wever-

Rabehi in his e-book entitied India’s Ouicasts said that untouchable faii into a fifth

categorv c;utside the caste svstem. Thev are required to perform tasks that are
considered. so impure that they could. not possible be included in the traditional
caste system (2). Another gquotation that shows the meaning of the untouchabie
caste is from the Shvamlal in his book Untouchables Castes in India “At the
bottom of the caste hierarchy was the category of untouchables castes who came
to be designated as the depressed/exterior/out casie during the British ruie.” (3).
As castes affect everv aspect of a person’s life in India. the Untouchable have

faced all sorts of discrimination against them. Journal entitles The Caste System in

India states:
There are four maijor castes in hierarchical order. One categorv the
untouchable is considered so low that it is below the caste system; thus,
its members are outcastes. Each sub caste is identified with an
occupation. such as priests. barbers. sweepers. or leather-workers. (2).
It indicates that the Untouchables are view as unclean by the Hindu tradition.
Beside that. Bhimrao Ramiji Ambedkar aiso said that the caste svstem works weii
for those at the top but much less for those at the bottom. Those at the verv bottom
are called the ‘untouchables’, because, quite literally, those of a higher caste are

giving them orders.
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3.2.1 The Discrimination in Social Life toward the Untouchable Caste
In this sub chapter, the writer divided two kinds of the discrimination in
social life toward the untouchable caste such as the discrimination in social life in

term of social behavior and in term of marriage.

a. The Diserimination in Social Life in Term of Social Behavior
Social discrimination in term of social behavior is a form of domination of
the higher caste to the lowest caste. Castes system that exist in India makes some
of Indian society live in bad condition. Shyamlal in his book entitled Untouchable

Castes in India said “Any caste Hindu who came in direct contact with such an

untouchable himself became impure and demanded ceremonial purity”. From the
quotation above, it can be said that the Untouchable are also prohibited to wear
anyihing such as ciothes like the quotation that Richard Lannoy states in his book
entitled The Speaking Tree:
Until recently low castes in Kerala, southern India, were forbidden to
use umbreiias and shoes. cupping the hand over the mouth to limit
pollution by breath. use of building materials (low castes. again in
southern India, were forbidden to build homes of brick) (152)
Based on the quotation above. it can be seen that the Untouchabie is suppressed
by the higher caste. Sukhbir Singh in his book entities Episteme of Endurance:

Anand’s Primal Motivations in Untouchable: In the town, Untouchable walks on

verv little food even after long hours of hard work (66). It indicates that the
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discrimination that faced by the Untouchable reallv violate the human right.

Katelyn Koyle in his book entitles A History of the Untouchables: The Buraku

and the Dalit said:
The Dalit of India remains the lowest caste of their respective
countries. Experiencing more than just poverty and low status, the
Buraku and the Dalit have been described as being lower than human,
filthy. and contaminated. Members of these castes are considered to
be the Untouchables. Highly discriminated against, the untouchables
remain ouicasies., even in modern society.
Based on the guotation above. the Untouchables were the lowest rank. tasked to
perform all the “dirty work” and were therefore the impure servants and largely
segregated from the rest of the persons in the caste system. The Brahmans are at
the top of society because he is considered to be more pure and sacred than the
other castes, while the “untouchables” for example, are at the bottom because they
are considered to be impure. In different parts of india the Untouchabies were
trc‘tated in different ways. Katelvn Kovle in his book entitled A History of the
Untouchables: The Buraku and the Dalit said:
Those designated as untouchabies, or Dalits, often concerned
themselves with work that was considered “impure.” Work that
involved killing, the disposal of waste, or the handling of corpses was
reserved for this caste. Even in modern India, Dalits are stiil seen as

Contaminated (1)
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Based on the quotation above. there is still discrimination or the injustice that
Touchable do toward the Untouchable. Journal entitled A Brief History of

Discrimination in India that :

The theorv of purity relates to both a prohibition on contact between the
different castes and to food. These prohibitions played a vital role in the
caste system as it accounts for the contrast between the Brahmins and the
Untouchables (75).
From the quotation above, the Untouchables are not allowed to touch people from
ihe four varnas because of their impure status. They were reaily segregaied in
environment and being excluded in society. Article entitles Caste Discrimination
states:
Discrimination in the societv. especially in rural areas. is still in
existence. So-called untouchables cannot even enter the houses of the
people of so-called higher and middle-class castes. On one hand, they
are socially suppressed by the upper classes and, on the other hand,
they suffer from poverty: the intensity of poverty seems to be higher in
sociallv backward people

(http://www.ambedkar.org/research/CasteDiscrimination.pdf).

Based on the quotation above. it can be conciude that Untouchabie caste is
categorized at the bottom of the caste as the depressed people. There is also one
another quotation that also shown the social discrimination within India at that

time. Andre Beteiie in article entitied Caste. Ciass and Power state that;
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The touch of an untouchable is considered defiling to an upper-caste
Hindu. In southern India, where caste prejudice has been historically
most severe. even the sight of an untouchabie was considered poiiuting.
Untouchables usually handled “impure” tasks such as work involving
human waste and dead animals (5)
From the quotation above, it can be seen that Untouchabie is separated from the
higher caste. A certain number of low castes were regarded as being permanently

impure and therefore permanently capable of causing pollution by touch.

b. The Social Discrimination in Term of Marriage toward the Untouchable
Caste
Richard Lannov in his book entitled The Speaking Tree ‘“No one is allowed
to marry outside his own caste or exercise any calling or art except his own” (137)
It’s ciearly shown that marriage between members of different categories is
prohibited. Journal entitled The Caste Svstem in India said:
Because the family transmits social position from one generation to the
next. a rigid system requires that marriage occur only between social
equals. Thus, a caste system mandates endogamous marriage (within one’s
group). (2)
From the quotation above, it couid be assume that the higher casie did not want
the inheritance fall into the Untouchable if thev were married each other. It means

that the higher caste really want to keep or to maintain of their status.
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3.2.2 The Discrimination in Economical toward the Untouchable Caste
Journal entitled Caste System in India states “Each caste has a specific
occupation and can not change the occupation” (4). Their caste class status also
affected their chances of getting a job or finding a place to live. Dumont
summaries the reiationship between casie and profession as foliows:
The link between caste and profession is primarilv a matter of status.
the important thing is the hereditary profession provided it is not
coniradicted by foifowing too inferior a profession. and that the system
has probably alwavs carried with it some olasticity of this sort. while
village specialties, ritual or other: constitutes its solid core (83)

Katelyn Koyie in his book entitied A History of the Untouchabies: The Buraku

and the Dalit states: “Comparisons between the Buraku and the Dalits are
numerous. Both castes were discriminated against due to their professions as their
work went against the principies of the predominant reiigion of society”. Dumon
also states in his book on page 83 that all human are born uneaual in the caste
system, and what can be observed from the four major “varnas” is that the
iaboring caste (class) is lowest in the social hierarchy. Caste tends to make
professions hereditary and thereby prevents the full development of peoples own
faculties. Keeping in mind that caste and profession are linked through the
common theory of reiigious beliefs then the more pure or cleaner the job the
higher the caste will be of the person performing that iob (84). Dumon in his

article entitle Purity and Pollution states: “The level of purity is defined by the

category of occupation and therefore by the varna®.
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3.2.3. The Discrimination in Political toward the Untouchable Caste

Many political parties merely use the Untouchable as perfect weapons to
secure their personal favors and as many votes as possible. This increasingly
against status of untouchables although they are powerless yet they have an
inherent capacity to give power o others. Veena Shukia in her writing eniitied
Untouchability and Social Exclusion stated that:

“The emergence of so many regional political parties in India has only

magnified this problem. They have made the “‘Uniouchabies’ and other

castes occupving the lower hierarchy in the societv a political tool through

which they construct their own identities” (1)
The communist even though they represented the second Iargest political force in
the 1950s-1970s were not in a position to give much hope to the poor of the Hindi
belt. Their influence remained basically confined in Kerala and West Bengal,
where they introduced substantial iand reforms and education programmers (1)

Ovnortunities for seizing political power were more likely to be available to
the leaders of the dominant caste, and even tribes, than to others (2). Today it is
said that castes have a close link with politics because castes have become vote
banks. castes have become politically aware. there have been-identiﬁcation of

castes with political parties and every caste has its own association. (8).
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CHAPTERIV
THE DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THE UNTOUCHABLE CASTE
IN ASIAN INDIAN SOCIETY AS REFLECTED IN ARUNDHATI ROY’S
THE GOD OF SMALL THINGS
The Discrimination oi the Uniouchabie caste in Indian society is shown
completely in Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things. In this chapter the
writer gives her analysis on the discrimination of the Untouchable caste in Indian
society that is described in The God of Smaii Things. Then. it will be reiated with
the real social or life condition. when the novel was written bv Arundhati Rov.
Before coming to the next discussion, firstly, it will be explained the meaning of
the discrimination. Based on Discrimination and Economic Mobiiity.
discrimination is explained as:
“As less favorable treatment in an important institution, like the
education or criminal justice sysstem. or market. like a labor. financial.
or housing market. solely on the basis of an ascribed characteristic. like
age, race, or gender—undermines relative economic mobility, both
within and across generations.” (1).
Based on the quotation above. discrimination in caste system that exists in India
makes some of Indian society live in poor condition. In the previous chapter, the
writer has expiained that while the caste system has been formaiily aboiished
under some constitutions. such as in India. there is still widespread discrimination.

To make the analysis more comprehensive and easy to understand the writer
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divides this chapter into three sub-chapters. Thev are social discrimination.

economical discrimination, and political discrimination.

4.1. The Social Discrimination

In this sub chapter, the analysis focuses on how the higher caste treated
lowest caste in social life in 1969 as reflected in the novel The God of Small
Things. The writer explains two kinds of social discrimination that are faced by
the Untouchabie caste. such as in terms of sociai behavior and in term of

marriage.

4.1.1 The Social Discrimination in terms of Social Behavior

In Arundhati Roy's novel, The God of Small Things, the laws of India's

casie system are broken by the characiers of Ammu and Veiuiha. In this case, the
Touchable (upper caste) considers the Untouchable as polluting or something that
is impure or dirty. This discrimination can be seen through the way they are forbid
to enter the higher house. the way they are forbid to walk in public road and the

way place thev live in small dirtv house.

a. The Wav Thev Are Forbidden on Contact and to Enter the Higher Caste
House
As writer has explained in chapter three on page 33. there is prohibition on
contact between the different castes and the Untouchable cannot enter the houses

of higher castes. Arundhati Rov in her novel The God of Small Things has dealt
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with the problem of this discrimination. The main character. Velutha is portraved
as getting discrimination from the higher caste. He lives in poor life. As the
Untouchabie. he wiii not be aliowed to touch anything that Touchabie touched. He
cannot enter the house even walk in public roads. As described by the quotation
bellow: “They were not allowed to touch anything that Touchables touched (71)”.
Here. they refer to Veiutha and Veilva Paapen. Touchables refer to Baby
Kochamma. Mammachi. Papachi. and Chacko. It implies that the Untouchable
considered as an unclean caste and so were torbidden to come into contact with
members of the hisher caste. Higher castes are forbid from touchine them or
having anything to do with them apart from giving those orders. They are
therefore considered poiiuted and not to be touched. In this case. Velutha and his
family get the discrimination socially.

When the terror took hold of Vellya Paapen, he went to Mammachi, But
Mammchi get angry to him and humiliate him. Baby Kochama really rejoiced
when he heard and saw grief and trouble ahead.

She saw Grief and Trouble ahead, and secretly, in her heart of
hearts. she rejoiced. She said (among other things). “How couid
she stand the smell? Haven’t vou noticed. they have a particular
smell these Paravans?” She preferred an Irish-Jesuit smell to a
particuiar Paravan smeii. By far. By far. (75)
The quotation above implies a discrimination which is done by Baby Kochamma.
Actually, the Untouchable is not smell, but the touchable claimed them as smell

as it is. The other case is when Veliva Paapen comes to Baby Kochamma’s
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House. It can be seen in the quotation below: “Out!” she had screamed.
eventually. “If I find you on my property tomorrow I’ll have you castrated like the
pariah dog that you arei I'li have you killed” (269). It indicates that Baby
Kochamma ignores him and the highest caste do not want to be contaminated with
lowest caste because the highest think that lowest caste (the Untouchable)
connoted with ‘dirty’ thing and the highest caste (Touchable) with the ‘holy’
thing. So it is not allowed for the lowest caste being closed to the highest caste.
The following quotation is the untairness or malice treatment from Mammachi
thai has in the top position toward Velutha:
Mammachi continued her tirade, her eves empty. her face twisted
and ugly, and her anger propelling her towards Velutha until she
was shouting right into his face and he couid feel the spray of her
spit and smell the stale tea on her breath. Babv Kochamma staved
close to Mammachi. She said nothing, but used her hands to
moduiate. (268)
From the guotation above shows that it is a kind of discrimination that has been
through by Velutha and Vellya Paapen. Velutha is seriously tortured by the upper
caste. It implies that as powerless peopie. he have to receive anything is done by
powerful people no matter if it is the private things or no. Because of he is
considered polluted and not to be touched, the higher caste will do what they

want without thinking twice.
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b. The Way They Are Forbidden o Walk in Public Roads

As writer has explained in chapter three on page 32, the Untouchable walks on
the dirty footpath fearing the forbidden touch with the upper caste people.
Therefore, the Touchable will do something in order to avoid pollution. Until

------

now low castes in Kerala, southern India, are forbidden to use umbrelias and wear
slathan nhava tha waist Thic canditinn alon hannane in tha noval that nan ha aaan
in the quotation below: “....not allowed carrving umbrellas” (71). In this novel.
Arundhati Roy describes how hard life is for the lowest caste (Untouchables), they
are not aliowed to waik on public roads, and not aiiowed to cover their upper
bodies. Velutha as the lowest caste is not allowed to walk on public roads. From
that quotation, it can be seen that the Untouchable does not have any access to the
sireeis used by the upper caste. It shows that higher caste do not want the
Untouchable pollutes them. The higher caste iudges Velutha as the dirtv verson.
but in fact it is not true. In this case, the discrimination toward the Untouchable
occurs sociallv. There is separation between the Untouchable and the Touchable.
It also can be seen in the following quotation “They had to put their hands over
their mouths when they spoke, to divert their poiluted breath away from those
whom thev addressed” (71). From this quotation. it can be seen that they are
segregated. They are considered to do the dirty things and unimportant work.
Here. the writer conciude that the Untouchabie reaily live in depress condition.
The uniust treatment by higher caste toward the lowest caste is described through
Velutha and Mammachi. As strengthen in the quotation below: “In Mammachi’s

time Paravans. like other Untouchabies....not aliowed to cover their upper bodies™
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(71). Based on the quotation above. it can be seen how the Untouchable prevented
from dressing. They are suffered in their life by the intimidation, violence, and
threatened by the higher caste. It means that they do not get their rights as they

supposed to. They can not express what they want freely.

¢. The Wav Thev Live in Small Dirtv House
As the writer has explained in chapter three on page 34, the lowest caste
(untouchabie) is separated from touchabie. The higiner caste can build a house
wherever thev want. but the lowest caste is just allowed to live in down river from
the Ayemenem house. This kind of discrimination also happens in the novel. In
the novei. Velutha stays in a smail and dirty house with his family. The quotation
that shows the condition of lowest caste’s house is “Velutha. Vellva Paapen and
Kuttappen lived in a little laterite hut, downriver from the Ayemenem house”
(75). This quotation clearlv show how the unjust and hard treatment that meted
out to the Untouchable (lowest caste) in India. As lowests caste. thev live in the
lowest caste area without assimilating with the higher caste. The untouchable is
stereotyped as polluted and dirty that they are not proper to Ilive together with
those who think they are higher and clean. In the social relationship, they are
separated each other. In other words, they are marginalized and excluded from
the society. As sirengihen in the foliowing quotation:
As a voung bov. Velutha would come with Vellva Paapen to the back
entrance of the Ayemenem House to deliver the coconuts they had

piucked from the trees in the conpound. Pappachi wouid not aiiow
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Paravans into the house. Nobodv would. Thev were not allowed to
touch anything that Touchables touched. (71)

From the previous quotation. this condition actualiy is a form of higher
castes to keep their status. Higher caste has a need to maintain their status.
Discrimination is a way of protecting one’s privileged position in society.
Hierarchy indicates various castes according to their status are ranked from higher
to lower prestige. It is like a ladder where pure caste is ranked on the top and

impure is ranked at the bottom.

4.1.2 The Social Discrimination in terms of Marriage

As the writer has discussed in chapter three on page 34, no one is allowed
to marry outside his or her own caste. This condition aiso happens in the novei.
This law of India's caste svstem is broken by the characters of Ammu (the
Touchable) and Velutha, an Untouchable. As writer has found in the novel, there
is affair between Veiutha and Ammu (313). Ammu is an upper-caste. while
Velutha is an Untouchable. member of the lowest caste in India. For this caste
transgression, the Untouchable is beaten to death by the police and Ammu is
shunned by her family and friends.

On hearing about the inter-caste affair. Baby Kochamma conspires with
the Inspector and Velutha is put behind the prison by Inspector Matthew, where
he is severely beaten to death. It can be found in the quotation:

Baby Kochamma misrepresented the relationship between Ammu and

Velutha, not for Ammu’s sake, but to contain the scandal and salvage
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the familv reputation in Inspector Thomas Mathew’s eves. It didn’t
occur to her that.Ammu would later invite shame upon herself — that
she wouid go 1o the police and try setting the record straight. As Baby
Kochamma told her storv. she began to believe it. (245)
Based on the quotation above, thus it could be seen that discrimination or the
injustice is stili being practiced in Indian society. As the upper caste. Baby
¥ achamma afraid the waalthv halana tn Valutha if ha merriog Ammn wha samen
from the Untouchable. Babv Kochamma do not want the Untouchable keeos the
inheritance. Ammu eventually cannot hold her desire towards the Untouchable
Velutha anymore. This affair oniy maintains a week before Veiutha’s father
Vellya Paapen tells Mammachi about the couple’s secret meetings. Here, it can
be seen that the Untouchable is discriminated socially in term of marriage. It is
prohibition for the Touchabie (higher caste) to marry the person who comes from
the Untouchable. This is clearly shows how higher caste wants his or her children
marry someone from the same caste because of want to keep the inheritance. So, it
can be conciuded that the higher caste wiil marry someone that have the same
caste with them that based on the property in order to keep their status as an upper
of the caste. They only tend to marry someone because of the status.

Out of malice towards Veiutha. Baby Kochamma teiis the Police that
Velutha rapes Ammu and kidnappes the children. But. in fact Velutha does not
have any mistake. It shows the Untouchables do not have right to defend
themseives politicaliy. The higher caste let the untouchabie live in suifering

condition. They have no svmpathy to the Untouchable even though they are in big
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trouble. The higher caste is in the society that is whv people think that the status is
more valuable than anything.

Besides. the police do the unfair treatment toward the untouchabie. In this
casa_tha nalica chauld ha tha nne wha reenoneihle tnward the iuctice. However in
this storv the police through his power oppress the Untouchable as a weak. The
Inspector sends his man to arrest him and drag him back to the police station
afterwards even though he has aiready been a Iiving-dead. Baby Kochamma wicks
Estha that either he identities Velutha as the abductor. Ammu is expelled from
Ayemenen House, and Estha is sent back to his father. This little family is never

united ever again because Ammu dies in a cheap hotei at the age thirty one.

4.2. The Economical Discrimination

Discrimination in economy is a form of domination of the upper caste
(touchable) to lowest caste (the Untouchable) in a form of economy. The conflict
between lowest castes by upper caste is described through Velutha, Vellya
Paapen {iowesi casie). Baby Kochamma, Mammachi. Chacko and Comrade
Pillai (upper caste). In this sub chapter. it will be divided into two sub chanter

such as in term of job and in term of income.

4.2.1 The Economical Discrimination in Term of Job
Journal entitles Caste System in India states that each caste has a specific
occupation and can not change the occupation (4). The life of the Untouchable

caste is very different with other caste. Works which they obtain also depend on
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identity of social which thev have. As writer has explained in chapter three on
page 36, the class status also affected their chances of getting a job. In The God

of Smaii Things Arundhati Roy portrays the economical discrimination in term of

job. There is character named Velutha. Arundhati Roy pictures Velutha as a
talented person with proven skills of carpentry and machines. He works as
carpenter in Baby Kochama’s Paradise Pickie (74). Actually. from his skiil in
doing something that related with machine, he could be work in higher job.
unfortunately he should be work in Paradise Pickle because of his status in the
boitom of casie. As sirengin in the foliowing quoiaiion:
Mammachi rehired Velutha as the factory carpenter and put him in charge
of general maintenance. It caused a great deal of resentment among the
other Touchable factory workers because. according to them. Paravans
were not meant to be carpenters. And certainlv. prodigal Paravans were not
meant to be rehired (74)
From the quotation above. Arundhati Roy expresses how the condition of the
Untouchable who rehired bv the Touchable. Thev must respect their boss and
watch over their manners as lower caste (workers). This shows that an occupation
or job can determine sociai class of someone. The people who are inciude of the
Untouchable categorized in carpenter iob because of their status at the bottom of
the caste. Meanwhile, the people who are include of the Touchable categorized in
higher job. From this case, the Untouchabie always oppressed and dominated by
the higher caste because the higher caste thinks that they bave an economic

power, and they can arrange the Untouchable. They do the works that are
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considered as pollution bv the hicher caste. This condition makes the Untouchable
live in horrible ways. Another quotation that writer has found that support this
statement is:
Velutha was fourteen when Jobann Klein. a German carpenter guild
in Bavaria, came to Kottayam and spent three years with the
Christian Mission Society. conducting a work. shop with local
carpenters. Every afternoon. after school. Velutha caught a bus to
Kottayam where he worked with Klein till dusk (72)
Based on the quotation above, ii can be seen how the diificuit condition of
Untouchable when they discriminated economically. The untouchable faces the
exclusion from the Touchable and only become the human groups that do the
work that is considered as iowest thing. While Veiutha was fourteen years oid he
alreadv worked as carpenter. Each caste has a specific occupation and cannot
change the occupation. Untouchable castes are required to perform tasks that are
considered so impure that they can not possibie be included in the higher caste

svstem (touchable caste).

4.2.2 The Economical Discrimination in Term of Income

As writer has explained in chapter three on page 35, each caste has a
specific occupation and can not change the occupation. The matier of status.
makes the Untouchable discriminated economically in receiving the lowing
wages. This kind of discrimination also occurs in the novel. Velutha that works at

the Paradise Pickies and Preserves Factory is works hard to get money to fuifiii
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their family’s stuff, Because he is an Untouchable caste. the other workers resent
him and he is paid less for his work (73). It is seen that Velutha sacrifice his body
just to get money for his father Veliya Paapen aithough he receives low wages. In
this novel. the writer sees that Velutha as the Untouchable cannot do anything to
go against the higher caste because they have their power. He cannot defend his
rights and just accept what the higher caste give and do in his life. He must
survive with the bad condition without having any chance to raise his life better.
He sutters in his life because the higher caste treated him unfairly. It is seen in
the foilowing quotation: “To keep the others happy. and since she knew that
nobody else would hire him as a carpenter. Mammach paid Velutha less than she
would a Touchable carpenter but more than she would a Paravan” (74). It shows
how Veiutha is paid iess than what they deserve but have to work hard all days.
From what the higher caste do toward the Untouchable there must be impacts and
reactions from the Untouchable. One of the impacts is that the Untouchable
depends on the higher caste. It means that the Untouchable need to fuifiii their
stuff for their life and thev get money to buy it from the higher caste even thev are
paid in'less wages. As stated by Shyamial in his book Untouchable Castes in India
“The untouchabies did not possess the economic resources which couid be
translated into power and thus could not make a convincing case for raising the
social status” (40). The previous quotation explains that an economic resource is

— -

determined as the standard to raise their status. The Untouchable cannot do

anvthing toward the higher caste because they do not have what the higher caste
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have called power. They still need iob to gain monev from the higher caste and
that is why the Untouchable just accept what the higher castes do toward them.

There is accountant of the factory: Punnachen has a task in reading
newspaper everv morning for Mammachi. The content of the newspaper is about
the workers who want demanding raise of wages. When Mammachi hears what
Punnachen read. suddeniv Mammachi reaily gets angry. It can be seen in the
quotation below:

When Punnachen, the accountant who read Mammachi the papers every
morning, brought news that there had been taik among the workers of
demanding a raise. Mammachi was furious. “Tell them to read the
papers. There’s famine on. There are no jobs. People are starving to
death. They shouid be grateful they have any work at aii
From the statement that is said by Mammachi. indicates that Mammachi never have
respect to the workers. Even, she does not want the worker enjoy the life like
iammachi get in her life. It is obvious that there is injustice treatment or
discrimination between higher and lowest caste in economical. In this novel.
Mammachi as the higher caste oppresses the Untouchable to get what she wants in
condition he will feel better.

As the lowest caste (Untouchable). Velutha has to face with that bad
condition, which brings him and his family to difficuit situation. He is difficult in
getting his daily needs because of their poverty. He works hard to fulfill their
necessary. It indicates that the upper caste (Touchable) will oppress the lowest

caste and the lowest caste cannot do anything against the upper caste because they
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do not have the power. Another auotation that also shows the low wages pavment
can be seen in the quotation below.

Since things were not going weii financialiy. the labor was paid less

than the minimum rates specified by the Trade Union. Of course it was

Chacko himself who pointed this out to them and promised that as

soon as things picked up. their wages wouid be revised. He believed

that they trusted him and knew that he had their best interest at heart

(114).
From the previous quotation, it couid be assumed that there is imbaiance between
wages that is given and energy that thev spent in doing their job. The
discrimination toward the Untouchable is illogical and violates the human right.
The higher caste had successfuily ensiaved the Uniouchable. through economic
policies. Here means. the hisher caste had caged the Untouchable and the higher
caste here have their economic power to control the Untouchable.

in the novel. beside the iowing income. the untouchabie aiso get the

suffering gaining a little food as state “as added incentive thev were given a little
food and money” (71). It implies that being untouchable caste meant being slave
forever even though siavery constitutionaily has been abolished. It can be seen
how the lIowest castes (Untouchable caste) are socially suppressed by the uoper

caste (Touchable) and on the other hand, they also suffer from poverty.
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4,4 The Political Discrimination
In chapter three on page 36, the writer has explained that many political
parties merely use the lowest caste as perfect weapons to secure their personal
favors and as many votes as possible. The higher caste have made the
‘Uniouchabies’ and other castes occupying ihe iower hierarchy in the society as a
political tool through which they construct their own identities. These castes never
have any opportunities to express themselves.
This condition clearly represents in Arundhati Roy’s novei The God of
Small Thines. Here. the Comrade K.N.M. Pillai’s plan is Velutha. He knows
that all the other Touchable workers in the factory resent Velutha for ancient
reasons of their own. When the condition of financiaily are not going weil.
suddenly K.N.M Comerad Pillai do his political ambition. He tries to waylayv the
workers of paradise pickle and ask them on to the revolution. He asks the workers
with his speeches or his rhetorical.
People of the World. he would chirrup. be courageous. dare to fight.
defy difficulties and advance wave upon wave. Then the whole world
wiii belong to the people. Monster of ali kinds shall be destroyed.
You must demand what is rightfully vours. Yearly bonus. Provident
fund. Accident insurance (114)
The quotation above is the conieni of K.N.M Comerad Piilai speech. Actuaiiy.
behind this speech. Comerad Pillai has a bad plan in order to make Velutha is

going out from the Paradise Pickle. His speech is one way to make him become a

person who gives the infiuence toward the worker. In this case. Veiutha faces the
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discrimination politicallv. Comrade uses the party as weapon in order to send
Velutha out from the paradise pickle. It can be seen in the following quotation:
The only snag in Comrade K.N.M. Piliai’s pians was Vejutha. Of ail
the workers at Paradise Pickles. he was the onlv card-holding member
of the Party, and that gave Comrade Pillai an ally he would rather
have done without. He knew that aii the other Touchable workers in
the factory resented Velutha for ancient reasons of their own.
Comrade Pillai stepped carefully around this wrinkle, waiting for a
suitabie opportunity to iron it out. (115}
Based on the quotation above. it is obvious that it is likely that the social status of
Velutha as the lowest caste can cause the contradiction in society especially for
politicai ambition. Komerad K.N.M Piiiai wanis to say something bad toward
Chacko about Velutha. Comrade Pillai savs to Chacko. that he does not want
Velutha work in Paradise Pickle. Comrade asks Chacko to send him off. His
statement toward Chacko: “That Paravan is eoing to cause trouble for vow.” he
said. “Take it from me... get him a job somewhere else. Send him off.” (263).
From the quotation above, Arundhati Rov expresses how the condition of the
Untouchable who discriminated by Touchable. The Touchable do not want the
Untouchable work in that factory. From this quotation it seems that Comrade
reaily hate the existing of Veiutha in Paradise Pickle. He tries to persuade and
imoress Chacko in order Chacko can accent Comrade’s idea in making Velutha

does not work in that factory. He also wants to relate the status of Velutha as
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Untouchable or at the bottom of the caste with the caste issues that are very deenly
root.

Comrade never getting hopeless to make the Chacko get sympathy toward
him. It is likely that the social status can cause the contradiction in society where
the conflict is caused by uneguai sociai status. As Comrade says in the foliowing
quotation:

Nothing specifically as such,” Comrade K.N.M. Pillai said. “But see,
comrade. any benefits that you give him. naturaliy others are resenting
it. Thev see it as a vartiality. After all. whatever iob he does. carpenter
or electrician or whatever its, for them he is just a Paravan. It is a
conditioning they have from birth. This I myseif have told them is
wrone. But frankly speaking. comrade. Change is one thing.
Acceptance is another. You should be cautions. Better for him you send
him off (264)
Based on the auotation above. Comrade gives his judgment about the lowest
caste. The lowest caste is a bad condition that never changing into upper caste. All
the iowest caste has been through is the reality that can not be changed because
they gain that status since they getting birth, There is no rule to make them in the
top of caste even in marriage system, it is prohibited to marriage between two
casie that distinguish each other.
A posse of Touchable Policemen crosses the Meenachal River. Thev wake

Velutha with their boots, and suddenly Estha and Rahel get surprise when the
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touchable policemen come toward them (292). Velutha is beaten by them. Rahel
and Estha wonder. As strengthen in the following quotation:
Screams died in them and floated beiiy up. like dead fish. Cowering
on the floor. rocking between dread and disbelief. thev realized that
the man being beaten was Velutha. Where had he come from? What
had he done? Why had the policemen brought him here? (292)
Velutha is caught by police. Rahel and Estha are brought to the Kottavam Police.
In this case, thé police should be the one who responsible toward the justice.
However, in ihis story the police through his power oppress the Untouchabie as a
weak. The untouchable was seriouslv tortured bv the Police or insnector that
comes from the higher caste. Finally, it can be conclude that untouchable faces
the politicai disctimination. I'hey can not express what they want; meanwhiie the
higher caste is free to express what they want. The untouchable do not posses the

political right which could be translated into power and thus can not make a

convincing case for raising the social status.
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CHAPTER YV
CONCLUSION

After analvzing The God of Small Things, it can be concluded that
Arundhati Roy as the author of this novel shows to the reader that there is one
caste that exist in india beside the four major castes who having discriminated
which called the Untouchable caste. Here. the writer gains the knowledge about
what the Untouchable caste is. From this novel, Arundhati Roy provides the
_ information about what the Touchable do toward the Untouchabie. There is
discrimination that happens toward untouchable caste in Indian societv. The
Untouchable is the lowest caste or as the fifth caste in caste system. There are
some aspects that faced by the Untouchabie at that time such as sociai
discrimination. economical discrimination and political discrimination.

Firstly, the social discriminations consist of discrimination in term of
social behavior and sociai discrimination in term of marriage. Social
discrimination in term of social behavior can be seen through the wayv thev are
forbidden to enter the higher house, the way they are forbidden to walk in public
road and the way they live in down river in smail dirty house. Meanwhilie, social
discrimination in term of marriage, that no one is allowed to marry outside the
caste. It means that marriage between members of different categories is
prohibited.

Secondly. the economical discriminations which include of economical
discrimination in term of job and income. Their social class affected their chances

of geuting a job or finding a piace 10 live. The peopie who are inciude of
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untouchable caste categorized in carpenter iob because of their status at the
bottom of the caste. Untouchable really faced the discrimination in receiving the
wages. They were pay in lowing wages. whereas they work ail the time. There is
imbalance between wages that is given and energy that thev spent in doing their
job.

Thirdiy, the political discrimination. Political parties use the Untouchable
as perfect weapons to secure their personal favors. The Untouchable castes never
have any opportunities to express themselves. The untouchable was seriously
tortured by the Police or inspector that comes from the higher caste. The
untouchable do not posses the political right which could be translated into power
and thus can not make a convincing case for raising the social status.

Finaily. it can be concluded that there is stiil hard treatment or the injustice
that occur toward the Untouchable caste in Indian societv. Discrimination toward
Untouchable’s caste can be seen in many aspects of life. They cannot express
what they want and even do not have power to change their fortune as iowest

caste (Untouchable caste).



THE BIOGRAPHY OF ARUNDHATI ROY

Arundhati Roy was born in 1961 in the Northeastern Indian region of
Bengal. to a Christian mother and Hindu father. She spent her childhood in
Ayamanam in Kerala, which serves as the setting for her first novel, The God of
Smaii Things. Roy’s mother, Mary Koy. homeschooied her uniil the age of ten,
when she began attending regular classes. She has been reluctant to discuss her
father publicly, having spent very little time with him during her lifetime; Roy
instead focuses on her mother’s infiuence in her life. Mary Roy. a poiiiicai
activist. won an unprecedented victorv for women’s rights in Kerala. Through her
persistence, the supreme court granied' Christian women in Kerala the right to
have an inheritance.

She spent her teenage vears at boarding school in Southern India. after
while she earned her degree from the School of Planning and Architecture in
Deihi. After graduating. Roy supported her by teaching aerobics whiie honing her
writing skills. She eventually wrote several film scripts.l which are recognized for
their complex structure and biting social commentary.-Roy wrote and starred in

the film In Which Annie Gives It Those Ones. and she wrote the script for_Electric

Moon. directed by her second husband. Pradip Krishen. (Her first husband was
Gerarrd da Cunha, whom she met while in college. Their marriage lasted
approximateiy four years.) Boih fiims garnered a cuii foliowing. sefting the stage
for the stage for the fiction-writine side of Rov’s career. Penguin published the

script for In Which Annie Gives It Ones as a book in 2004.
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