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CHAPTERV

CONCLUSIONANDSUGGESTION

5.1. Conclusion

AfteranalyzingFatimaMirza'snovelAPlaceforUsaboutnarrative

structureandfeministissues,thewriterfoundseveralinterestingthings.I

arguethatMirzasuccessfullyportrayTodorov’snarrativepatternbyusing

multiple perspectives.She takesherreaderto the family’sstrugglesof

Muslim IndianasMigrantsinCalifornia.Thedynamicsofhernarrativeand

timelines enable herreaders to explore how family relationships and

individualcharacters interactwith each other.Furthermore,each ofthe

patternpresentsandstrengthenscharacter’smotivationandemotions.Not

onlythat,MirzaleadsherreadertoexploreIndianfamilyconflictsduetothe

traditionalpatriarchalvalues held bythe Indian parents.In addition,by

applying multi-voice storytelling and ithelps herreaders to explore the

strugglesandthoughtsofthecharacters.Themostinterestingthingisthe

pattern of the Attemptto Repair pattern because,Mirza shows the

resolutionswhichexplainsthemethodsusedbyfamilymemberstosolve

existingproblems.Throughthemaincharacters,Mirzawantstoconveyto

readersthatthecultureadoptedbyIndianMuslim familiesisstilltraditional

andthepowerofthehouseholdthehandsofmensothattheyhavepower

overwomen.
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The feministissuesthatcan be seen isaboutgenderinequality

experiencedbythefemalecharactersnamely,Hadia,andLayla.Theunequal

genderrolesdepictedbyMirzainthisnovelareinthefieldsofmarriage,

education,and also in the field ofwork.This can be seen from the

experiencedbythefemalecharactersinthestory.However,apartfrom that,

Mirzanotonlydepictsthecharacterofawomanwhoissubmissiveand

obedienttomenandtheculturesheadheresto,butMirzaalsodepictsa

characterwhohasafreenatureandhasherownlifegoals.

Inmyopinion,thefeministissuesraisedbyMirzainthisstoryare

interestinglydepictedbecausepatriarchalnormsandvaluesareimposed

onlytothefemalefamilymembers.Womenareexpectedtobepassiveand

obeywhattheheadoffamilyhasdecidedforthem.Ontheotherhand,ason

isexpectedtoplayactiverolebuttheson’sdecisiondisappointshisparents.

MirzaalsodescribesthedominantrolesmenintheIndianMuslim family

becausethefamilystilladherestothetraditionalsystem inIndia,whichisa

patriarchalsystem.

5.2. Suggestion

Thisresearchstillhasmanydrawbacksandcouldbebetter.Thisresearchis

onlylimitedbytheanalysisofthenarrativestructureandfeministissuesto

seehow Mirzadescribestheplotusedinthenovel.Apartfrom that,the

researcheralso analyzed thefeministissuesexperienced bythefemale

characters.ManyinterestingthingsinthenovelAPlaceforUscanstillbe
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studied,such asfrom theperspectiveofsociologicaland psychological

approach.Therefore,Ihopetherewillbefurtherresearchthatexploresother

issuesinthisnoveldeeply.


