
Ariyastuti|1

CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

1.1. BackgroundoftheResearch

Words have the powerto dismantle stereotypes and complicate

establishednarrativesthathavegoneunquestionedfortoolong.Muslim

womenareinconstantbattlesagainsttheirlivesandidentities,whether

withinourcommunitiesortheworld.ManyMuslim womenfightbackwith

words by contributing stories that offer a more honest or complex

perspective.ManyMuslim womenrespondwithwordsbywritingarticles,

novels,orpoemspresentingamorestraightforwardwaytofightfortheir

rights.

According to Women’s Studies Journalaboutthe Muslim women

writers,

Muslim womenwritersinthemiddle-ageswerepoetsbecause

poetry was the silentliterary genre atthe time.Later,they

experimentedwithnew genres,suchasnovelsandshortstories,

andthesubgenres,suchasmemoirs,autobiographies,graphic

novels,chickliterature,anddrama.Usually,theytalkedaboutthe

issueslikestereotypes,genderroles,etc.,thatexamineworks

from acrosstheglobebyMuslim women,includingworksfrom the

middle east, south Asia, and Southeast Asia. Nowadays,
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characterizationofMuslim womeniswidelyrepresentedtodayby

both Muslim and non-Muslim writers across literary genres.

(Muslim WomenSpeakingPersistently,2022).

OneoftheMuslim writersisFatimaFarheenMirza,theauthorof A

PlaceforUs.AsanAmericanwriterofsouthAsiandescent,Mirza'snovel

looksatthepersonaldiscordanceswithinanIndian-Muslim familysettledin

California,America.  APlaceforUs (2018)isthedebutnovelorthefirstnovel

createdbyFatimaMirza,whichwasfirstreleasedinNew Yorkin2018.

FatimaMirzaisanAmericanfemalenovelistbestknownforhernovelwith

thethemeofMuslim minoritiesandfeminists.Shewasbornandraisedin

CaliforniaonApril10,1991.

A Place for Us is a novelthat presents the socialproblems

experiencedbyaMuslim familywhomovedfrom IndiatoliveinCalifornia.A

movingportraitofwhatitmeanstobeafamilyinCaliforniatoday,anovel

aboutlove,identity,andbelongingthateloquentlyexploreswhatitmeansto

beanAmericanandaMuslim.FatimaMirzapresentsthefeministissuesin

thenovel.Theissuesthatcanbeseenisthemarriageexperiencedbythe

family'sfirstdaughter,Hadia.Theirparentsarrangedthemarriagenotbased

onHadia'schoice(amatchofloveratherthantradition).

In the novel,Fatima Mirza addresses the feministissues as she

describestherelationshipsof Indianfamilyandhow womenandmengo

throughconflictsofinterest.Oneoftheissuesdescribedismarriagescarried

outbecauseofarrangedmarriages,whichreflectshow parentscomefrom
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Asia.Thisisaform ofgenderequalityforwomenandmen,oneofwhichis

arrangedmarriagebythecharacter'sparentsandhighexpectations—givenby

parentstotheirdaughtersintermsofeducation,work,andamate.Feminist

issues related to injustice happen to women,such as education,work,

relationships,andsalaries.

TheparentsofFatima Mirza areIndianswho havelong lived in

California.FatimawaseducatedattheUniversityofCalifornia,Riverside,

majoringinhealthbutincreativewritingasanundergraduate.Shortlyafter

graduating from a lowly writing workshop and receiving a Michener-

Copernicusscholarship.Intheprocessofmakingthisbook,sheexplores

how thedynamicsofMuslim immigrantswholiveinCaliforniadifferafter

movingfrom India.From thisexperience,shehasreceivedvariousawards,

namelytheNewYorkTimesbestsellerandacommendationbythenational

bookawardfoundationasanhonoredfor"5under36"in2020.

Inthisstudy,IintendtoanalyzethenarrativepatternsandtheMuslim

femaleexperiencesportrayedinthenovelAPlaceforUs.Iusednarrative

theorybecauseitwillexplorehow thenovelemploysthestructureofthe

storyliketheplot,characters,andconveysitsoverarchingthemes.Thisnovel

isinterestingtoreadbecausetheauthorisaMuslim womanwhocamefrom

IndiaandlivedinCalifornia,Iwouldliketoanalyzethisnoveltoseethe

feministissuesinthenovel.

1.2. IdentificationoftheProblems
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This APlaceforUs booktellsaboutaMuslim Indianfamilylivingin

California;whostruggledandfacedthedifferencesandproblemslikethe

problem thathappened insideofthefamily.However,Iassumeseveral

problemsinthisnovelwrittenbytheauthor.Theresearcherwillonlydiscuss

theproblemsrelatedtothefeministissuestoldinthisnovelandalsorelated

to narrative theory.First,the researcherwillexplain the five patterns

accordingtoTodorov.Second,theresearcherwillexaminetheform ofthe

feministissuesthatrepresentedthroughthefemalecharactersinthenovelA

PlaceforUs.

1.3. ReviewofRelatedLiterature

Thefirstrelatedstudyisfrom article“AFeministDiscourseofMirza’s

APlaceforUs”(2022)byRingphasoZimik.Thisarticleexplainsthefeminist

issuesthathappenedtothefemalecharactersinAPlaceforUs.Theauthor

madethisanalysisbasedonthefemalecharactersinthenovelbutonly

focusedonafew characters,namelyHadia,Layla,andAmira.Thisarticle

analyzes the narrative from the perspective ofthe female characters'

strugglesandjourneysinthepatriarchalMuslim society.Theresultofthis

researchisthatthefemalecharactersinthenoveldonotalladheretothe

traditionalprinciplesofIndianculturethattheirfamiliesadhereto.However,

severalcharactershavethecharacteristicsofbeingaccessibleandrobust

enoughtoachievetheirdreamsanddesires.OneofthesecharactersisHadia.

ThisresearchhasthesametopicasthethesisIwrote,sothisarticlehelpeda
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lotinmyresearch.Overall,thisarticlehasarelativelyin-depthdiscussionof

feminism andusessentencesthatareeasytounderstand.

Thenextrelatedstudyis“ANarratologyAnalysisonJunChiu’sCrop

Circles”(2020)byDiniOktavia.Thisisathesisthatfocusesontheelements

ofthenarrativeandthefunctionofthenarratorintheliteraryworkthatisthe

object.ItusesthenarrativeapproachbyGenette(1980)becausetheanalysis

focusesontheelementsofnarrativefoundinthesilentcomicJunChiu's

CropCircles.Inthisthesis,theresearcherexplainsthefourcategoriesof

narrative elements and the researcheralso gives examples ofthe four

elements.Theanalysisofthequalitativelydatausingtheanalysisphaseof

Miles,Huberman and Saldana.The resultofthis research shows the

elementsofnarrativefoundinJunChiu’sCropCirclethosearenarrative

mood,narrativeinstance,simultaneousnarration.Overall,thisresearchhas

theinterestingreview abouttheJunChiu’swork.Thethesisalsogivesme

new insightaboutnarrativestheory,italso can beused to analyzethe

illustratedcomicsbylookingatthemeaningbehindtheimagesandarranged

accordingtothestorylineshowninthecomics.

The nextrelated studyis “The Structure ofNarrative in Cormac

Mccarthy’sChildofGod”(2013)byWilliam C.Scott.Thisthesisdifferentwith

thefirstthesis,thefirstonefocusesontheelementsofthenarrativewhile

thisthesisfocusesonthestructureofnarrative.Thewriterexplainedand

describedaboutthenovelthatusedforobjectofthisthesisandalsoadd

somecritiquefrom anothercritiquesaboutthisnovel.Inthisthesis,Scott
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giveshisargumentaboutthestructurenarrativeinthisnovel.Thefindingof

thisresearchaboutthenovelChildofGod,isaboutthetellersandtheir

constructionofmoraltruth,thatthesevenlocalnarrativeshaveagreater

significancethenasmereexpositiontothedominantChildofGodnarrative

thatthemostcritiques.Thisresearchshowsthegoodexplanationaboutthe

structurethenarrative,butthereisnotmuchexplanationaboutthetheoryor

aboutthedefinitionofthestructureofnarrativethathewantedtowriteinthis

thesis.

The next related study is “Conrad and Narrative Theory: A

NarratologicalReadingofSelectedNovelsofJosephConrad”(2013)byVali

Gholami.InthisthesisValitalkedaboutnarratologyreadingofselected

novelsofJosephConradfrom differentterm ofhiscareer(early,middle,and

late).Inthisresearch,forthechapteroneValiestablishesthetheoretical

framework ofthe thesis,reviewing relevantnarrative theory in its pre-

narratological.Inthechaptertwo,Valitalkedabouthow Conrad’staking

advantageofdistanceandfocalizationmakesAlmayer’sFollyafirstnovel

withEuropeanimperialism.Thisthesisusesthepostmodernnarratologyof

PatrickO'NeillandLyotard'sgrandandlocalnarratives.Theauthorexplains

thecontentsofthisthesiswell,soitiseasytounderstand.Thecontentsof

thisthesisarealsointerestingtoreadandcanhelppeopleunderstandhowto

analyzealiteraryworkusingnarrativetheory.Overall,thisthesishascovered

andexplainedpartsofthecontentsofthethesisthatwillbeexplained.

The nextrelated study is “The PortrayalofSisterhood in Liane
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Moriarty’sBIhLittleLiesNovel”(2018)byIrmaNoorFitriastari.Intheabstract,

weseethattheauthorfindingofthestudyisshowsthatsisterhoodtraits

depictedbythethreefemalecharactersisconsideredastheidealoneby

carryingthesamespiritwithwhatbellHooks’expectedwithinsisterhood.

Furthermore,sisterhood managed to overcomepatriarchaldominanceby

raising consciousness within women.The finding also shows thatthe

strengthofsisterhoodlieswithinthecharacteristicsofwomenthemselves.In

myopinion,thisarticleshowsinterestingfindingabouthow theresearcher

portraysthesisterhoodinthatwork,inadditionthestudycanmakethe

reader,especiallywoman,becomemoreawareaboutthetruepowerof

sisterhoodratherthanmanipulateitforgranted.

The nextrelated research is “Women In Islam:Challenging toxic

narrativesandstereotypesagainstMuslim Women”(2021)bySIHA.The

WomeninIslam offersanopportunityforMuslim womentobearesourcein

addressingtheseveralmisconceptionstosettherecordsstraightaboutthem

andIslam.Theresearchaims“topromoteprogressivevoicesongender

equalityandjustice”throughitspublicationsinanalyzingthegenderrelations

inIslam.ThearticleisaproductoftheStrategicInitiativeforwomeninthe

HornofAfrica(SIHA)documentingtheseveral“humanrightsviolationsand

thestoriesofmarginalizedwomen”.Thearticledoesnotonlyserveasan

information,educationandadvocacytool,butalsoholdsthepotentialto

changethemindsetsofreadersaboutthestatusofwomeninIslam.The

articletalkedaboutMuslim womentohaveasafespacetobeauthentic,
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genuineandfreewithoutbeingjudgedforexpressingthemselvesbecause

againstallodds.

Thenextrelated researchisTheEmergenceofFeminism Among

IndianMuslim WomenbookbyAzraAsgharAli(1920-1947).AzraAsghar

Ali’sbookonMuslim womeninpre-independenceIndia.InIndia,however,this

growingbodyofworkonwomendealsmostlywithHinduwomen.Incontrast,

theexperiencesofwomenofothercommunities,includingthatofMuslim

women,remaingrosslyunderstudied.Ali’smaingoalinherbookistostudy

“thechainofdevelopmentsthatgraduallyopenedupaspaceforMuslim

women”inthedecadesbeforeindependence,and inturnfacilitated the

“emergenceoffeminism”amongthem.Inthisbook,Alifocusesonthe

transformationsinspecificeducationinstitutions,healthcare,society,and

politics.Thisbookisveryinterestingbecauseitexplainsfeminism among

Muslim womeninIndia.Thisbookisquitedetailed,andtheanalysisiseasy

tounderstand.

Thenextrelatedresearchis“WomanandFamilyinRecentIndian

FeministFictioninEnglish:ASelectStudy”(2011)byG.RubyDavaseeli.This

thesis discusses women and families in India.This thesis focuses on

feministissues thatoccurto Indian women and the systems in Indian

families.The author,Davaseeli,makes this thesis easy to understand

because he writes and explains the issues well.However,there are

similaritiesintherelatedstudiesIdiscussedpreviously;namely,theyboth

discusswomen'sissuesinIndia.Thisthesisisrelatedtomystudybecause
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myresearchalsodiscussesissuesexperiencedbyIndianwomen.

1.4. ResearchQuestions

A Place forUs by Fatima Mirza as the objectofresearch,the

researcherdecidedtoformulatetwoquestionstobeansweredintheresults

andresearchchapterwhichareclassifiedasfollows:

1.HowisthenarrativeusedinthenovelAPlaceforUstostructureitsplot

andcharacterdevelopment?

2.Whatkindsoffeministissuesthatrepresentedthroughthefemale

charactersinhernovelAPlaceforUs?

1.5. ScopeoftheResearch

Therearesomeissuesdiscussedin APlaceforUs.Inordertomake

theanalysisclear,compact,andnotoutofthetopic,thewritersetsseveral

limitationsforthisresearch.Thisstudyfocusesonatopicthatdiscussesthe

narrativestructureandthefeministissuesthatdepictedinthenovel.

1.6. ObjectivesoftheResearch

Thisresearchaimstoexaminewhatkindoffeministaspectshappen

tothecharacterinthenovelanditwillbeexplainedbyusingthenarrative

theory.Forthisresearch,theresearcherwantstoexplainaboutthenarrative

structureinthenovelbyusingtheorybyTodorov.Theresearcheralsowants

toexplainaboutthefeministissuestoldbytheauthorinthenovelinorderto

understandwhatkindoffeministissueshappentothefemalecharacters.
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