
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

In terms of mode, language is usually divided into written and spoken. In 

general, language in the form of writing is referred to as text, while language in the 

form of speech is usually called as discourse. As Stubbs (2001) discussed the term 

"discourse' is usually used in conversations, lectures, and stories. A discourse also 
has a language unit that is larger than a single sentence. Meanwhile, the term 'text' 

is often used in the study of how language is organized in the form of written 

sentences or clauses. Unlike discourse, written text is usually defined as more 

conceptual and as a non- interactive monologue speech. Bloor (2004) defined a text 

as the widest part of any language. Regardless of length, the spoken or written text 

is intended as communication by real people in actual circumstances. As objects of 

analysis, written and oral texts are both valid. This study focuses on the written text. 

When we begin writing a text, we should concentrate on the form and 

structure that we have chosen. A well-written text would be easy for readers to 

understand, and deliver messages in the text properly. A text can be defined as a set 

of paragraphs. A paragraph is a set of sentences, and a sentence is a made up of 

phrases that are appropriately arranged according to the rules of a language. It can 

be concluded that a text is typically composed of a series of paragraphs or sentences 

that must be cohesive and coherent which is appropriate arranged with the situation 

context. 
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Each text has a different structure and type. Structure text is how the way a 

text was arranged. In writing a text, one of the things that needs to be considered is 

the syntax. A set of grammar rules for words or clauses in forming sentences in a 

language is referred to as syntax in linguistics. This study would choose the 

argumentative type of text for the data. There were two texts to be studied in this 

research were the popular science book War of the Worldviews: Science Versus 

Spirituality (Chopra & Mlodinov) entitled What Is the Nature of Time?. 
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A text is expected to include different types of sentences or clauses (in this 

study, the term "clause" would be used following the Systemic Functional 

Linguistics (SFL) based on Halliday' and Matthiessen's theory. The author of the 

text choosen which types of sentences to use. In general, the types of sentence 

include clause simplex and clause complex. These correspond to the terms simple 

and compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences in traditional 

grammar, respectively. This means that the term clause complex cover sentences of 

compound and complex types and the combination of them. 

Based on SFL a clause complex is a combination of two or more clauses 

into a larger unit, with their interdependence and usually indicated by explicit 

signals such as conjunctions. There are two types of logical dependency relations 

in complex clauses, namely equality and dependency. It is referred to as taxis 
(dependence relations). Taxis are divided into two parts: parataxis and hypotaxis. 

Parataxis is a clause complex that each of it clauses has no relationship with 

other clause and has same status. Parataxis usually uses coordinative conjuction 
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