
CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

1.1TheBackgroundoftheResearch

Happinessisimportantinpeople’slife.Theywilldoeverythingtogethappiness.

Theywilltrytosearchforit.Thereisalotofwayinfindinghappiness.Itdependson

howthepersondefinesthehappinessitself.Ifsomeonethinksthathappinessisequal

tobeingrichandthenthatpersonwillfindawaytobecomearichpersonlikefindinga

jobwithhighsalaryforexample.Ifsomeonethinksthathappinessismoreaboutthe

feelingofjoy,thecontentmentandthentheywilltrytofindawaytofeeltheseemotions

likebeingwiththepersontheylovedordoingtheactivitiesthattheyenjoyliketraveling,

watchingdramas,readbooks,etc.

Pollyannaisoneofnovelthattalksabouthappiness.Pollyannacanbecategorized

asclassicchildrenbook.EventhoughitisnotfamousasCharlotte’sWebb,TheSecret

Garden,Alice’sAdventureinWonderland,itstillhasitownreputation.Followingthe

successofthenovel,thesequelisupinthenext14yearswrittenbyvariousauthors.

Notonlythat,thenovelalsoencouragespeopletojoinTheGladClub.TheGladClubisa

clubwherethememberspracticeTheGladGameintheireverydaylives.

ThenoveliswrittenbyanAmericanwriternamedEleanorHPorter.Shewasborn

onLittleton,NewHampshireon19thDecember1868.ShestudiedsingingattheNew

EnglandConservatoryofMusicinBostonandgainedalocalreputationassinger.Her

singingcareerstillgoingonevenaftershemarriedabusinessmannamedJohnL.Porter

in1892.In1901,sheabandonedhersingingcareerandstartpursuingwriting.Thereare

severalworksofherswhichareCrossCurrents(1907),TheTurnoftheTide(1908),The



storyofMarco(1911),MissBilly(1911),Pollyanna(1913),etc.Pollyannaisher

notoriousworksamongtheothers.Itwasadaptedintothetheater,televisionand

screenproduction.

ThenovelitselfevolvesaroundthelifeofanorphangirlnamedPollyannawhose

fatherhasjustpassedawayatthebeginningofthenovel.Sheisindeepsorrowbut

thenshetriestocheerupwiththehelpofagamecalledTheGladGame.Thegame

itselfwasinventedbyherfatherwhosepurposeistofindanythingtobegladaboutin

anykindofsituation.Shedecidestoplaythegameinordertobehappysothatshecan

moveonwithherlife.Withthehelpofthegame,shefindsareasontosmileeveninthe

worstsituation.Soonafterthat,shealsotriestomakeotherpeopleinBeldingsvilleto

playthegame.Intheend,thegamehelpsinmakingthecitizen’slifebetterthanbefore.

JustlikePollyanna,theysucceedinfindingsomethingtobegladabout.Thegamehelps

theBeldingsvillecitizenstohaveabetterandhappylife.

Thesummaryaboveclearlyshowshowonepersoncanspreadhappinessandhow

onesimpleactioncanbringhappinessandcreateabetterlifethanbefore.Therefore,

thewriterbelievesthathappinessisthemostsignificantissueinthisnovel.Thewriter

believesthatEleanorH.Portershowsthismessagethroughtheformal/intrinsic

elementsofthenovel,therefore,thewriterusesNewCriticisminanalyzingthisnovel.

ManyresearchersuseNewCriticisminanalyzingheavyworkswhichhavepolitical

messagesortheonewhichisfullofcriticismtowardsociety.Manyresearcherstendto

ignorechildren’sliteraturebecausetheintendedreadersarechildren.Therefore,the

worksareassumedbesimplesothatthechildrencancatchthemessageofthenovel.

However,children’sliteratureisnotsimpleasitlooks.Someauthorsevenusedironies



andparadoxesindeliveringthemessageinchildren’sliterature.Thissituationoccursin

Pollyanna.Thenovellooksverysimpleataglance,butcarefulreadingshowsthat

EleanorH.Porterusesironies,paradoxesandambiguitiesindeliveringthemessage

(thecontent).Therefore,toseethemessageofthisnovel,closereadingorexplicating

theinstrinsicelementsonebyoneishighlyneeded.

1.2. TheIdentificationoftheProblem

Eachliteraryworkutilizessomeformalelementstodeliveritscontent(message),

likesymbols,elementsoffictionandmanyothers.InthenovelPollyanna,happinessis

thecentralissuebecausethestoryisaboutPollyanna,anorphangirlwhoplaysThe

GladGame.TheGladGameisagamewhichisaimedtofindhappinessinanycondition.

Pollyannadoesnotplaythegamealone,shealsoinvitesotherpeopletoplaythegame.

Thegamehasasignificantimpactintheplayer’slife.Ithelpsthem findingtheir

happiness.Happinesswhichisatthebeginningofthisnovelonlyapartofthegame

thentransformedintorealhappinessforeachcharacter.Itconfirmsthatitisimportant

tomakeanefforttogethappinessandthatitisthecontentofthenovel.

1.3. ScopeoftheResearch

Thisresearchisanobjectiveresearchwhichfocusesonanalyzingtheformal

elementsandthecontentofthenovelPollyannabyEleanorHodgmanPorter.To

analyzetheresearchproblems,thewriterwilluseNewCriticismparticularlytheformal

elementsthatsupportthedeliveryofthecontentofthisnovel.

1.4. TheResearchQuestions

Thisresearchistoanswerthefollowingquestions:

1.Whataretheformalelementsemployedinthenovel?



2.Howdothoseelementssupportthecontent,sothattheyformorganicunityinthe

novel?

1.5.ObjectiveofTheResearch

Themainobjectiveofthisnovelistoexplicatethenovel’sformalelementstosee

howsolidthenovelis.Bydoingso,thisresearchcanshowthestrongestelementsof

thenovel.

1.6.ReviewofRelatedStudies

Inconductingtheresearch,thewriterprovidessomepreviousstudieswhichhave

analyzedEleanorH.Porter’snovel,Pollyanna,withdifferentkindofissues.First,the

researcharticlewrittenbyapost-graduatestudentnamedRidaFahasentitle“Optimistic

ViewofLifeinEleanorH.Porter’sPollyanna”(2016).ShetriestoanalyzePorter’snovel

PollyannabyusinghumanisticpsychologyofCarlRogersto analyzethemain

character’sself-concept.RidaFahasfindsthatthetheorymatcheswithPollyanna’s

character.InRoger’stheory,peoplecanreachthe‘fullfunctioning’leveliftheypassone

leveltoanotherlevel.Itmeansthattheycanbefullyfunctioningpeopleiftheirneeds

arefulfilled.Thoseneedincluding:needsofpositiveregard,satisfiedwiththecondition

ofworthandsatisfiedwithunconditionalpositiveregard.RidaFahasisabletoprove

thatPollyannaindeedexperiencedthethreelevelthusbecomingafullyfunctioning

personattheend.

RidaFahasdidagoodjobinprovidingthebasicinformationaboutEleanorH.

Porter’snovel,Pollyannabutthereissomepartthatsheneedstoelaboratemoreto

makereadersunderstandmoreabouttheissuethatshetalksabout.Nevertheless,the

writerstillfindsthispieceofwritingusefulforherresearch.Itgivesthewritermore



informationabouthuman’spsychologyandhowweanalyzeitinliteraryworks.

Thesecondisanonlinearticlefrom TheHuffingtonPostentitled“ThePerilsand

PossibilitiesofPollyanna”writtenbyapsychologyprofessornamedJudithRichin2010.

SheanalyzesPollyanna’scharacterbasedonpsychologicalperspective.JudithRich

discussesthegoodsideandthebadsideofPollyannaattitude.Inheranalysis,she

statesthatPollyanna’sattitudeisakindofsecurityblanketthatshe(Pollyanna)putsin

ordertoprotectherselffromthedisappointmentinlife.Withhersunny,happy,bubbly

attitude,Pollyanna,accordingtoJudithRich,makesone-dimensionalpersonawhich

makeshercharacterseemsfakeandsometimesbothersometootherpeople.Judith

RichalsocontinuescriticizingPollyanna’scharacter.ShesaidthatPollyannaisindenial,

shebelievedthatlifewillalwayshavehappyending.Thiskindoffantasymakesher

arrestedinchild-likestate.AsidefromthebadthingsaboutPollyanna,JudithRichalso

statedthestandingpointbeingPollyanna.Itremindsustolookforwhatisrightabout

liferatherthanwhatiswrong.ReadingJudithRich’sarticlegivesthewritermore

understandingaboutPollyanna.Shedoesnotonlytalkaboutthegoodsideaboutbeing

Pollyanna(whichmanypeoplesuggestandadmired)butshealsogivesusdifferent

opinionaboutstayingpositiveallthetime.Itmakesuslivinginfantasyratherthan

reality.

AstudentfromDepartmentofLanguagesandCommunicationStudies,Trincomalee

Campus,EasternUniversity,SriLankanamedSandamaliwriteanarticleentitles

“Symbolism inErnestHemingway’sTheOldManandTheSea”(2015).Heanalyzes

symbolandit’smeaninginnovelTheOldManandTheSeabyErnestHemingway.Upon

analyzingthenovel,hefindsseveralsymbolsinthenovel,whichare:sea,themast,the



lostharpoon,andonitscharacterlikeMarlin,JoeDiMaggio,otherfishermen.Each

symbolhasdifferentmeaningwhichheconcludesattheendthatitisrelatedtoreligion

inthiscaseisChristian.Afteranalyzingthesymbolshecomestoconclusionthatthese

symbolsrepresentthemaincharacterasagod-likefigurewhonevergiveupnomatter

howhardthesituationis,insteadhealwaysseethethingsonthebrightestside.The

othercharacterinthisnovelcalledManolinistheMessiah.Heleaveshisparentsto

followhismaster’steaching.

Sandamali’sarticleisagoodarticlebutthearticledoesnotexplaintherelation

betweensymbolsinthenovelwithChristianitywhichleadthereadersintoconfusion.It

willbebetterifheexplainsaboutChristianityatfirstandthendrawstherelation

betweenthatreligionwiththesymbolsinthenovel.

Neverthelessthisresearchstillusefultothewriter.Itgivesmeaninsightonhowto

analyzethesymbolsanditalsogivesmemoreunderstandingaboutsymbolism;it’s

history,itsfigures,itsdoctrine,etc.

Zhang Haibing,a studentfrom SchoolofJournalism and Communication,

SouthwestUniversity,Chongqing,Chinawriteanarticleentitled“SymbolicMeaningof

ColorsinTheGreatGatsby”(2015).InthisarticleheanalyzesF.ScottFitzgeraldnovel

throughthesymbolsofcolor.Hefoundoutthatthereareseveralcolorsthatis

prominentinthenovelwhichare;green,white,red,yellow,blueandgrey.Thesecolors

havedifferentmeaning.Itnotonlytriestodefinethethemeofthenovelbutalsotriesto

giveaninsighttothecharactersofthenovel.Forexample,whiteisthecolorofDaisy.It

symbolizespuritybutitalsosymbolizesemptinessandselfishness.Itisactuallythe

characterofDaisy.Shemightlookinnocentontheoutsidebutinsidesheisselfish.



Asmentionedabove,theanalysisofcolorhelpsindeterminingthethemeofthis

novel.Aftercarefullyanalyzingthenovel,ZhangHaibingcomestoconclusionthatthe

themeisthedisillusionmentofAmericanDream.

ReadingZhangHaibing’sarticleisveryentertainingandhelpful.ZhangHaibing’s

articlegivesmeknowledgeaboutthelostgenerationofAmericanliteratureandthejazz

agewhichexactlywhatFitzgeraldwroteinTheGreatGatsby.Italsogivesmore

understandingaboutsymbolismandhowtoanalyzeit.

Basedonfourreviewsofrelatedstudiesabove,thisresearchisdifferentfromthose

fourfrom thefocus.IfthepreviousresearchesonlytalkaboutPollyannafrom

psychologicalperspective,thisresearchwillanalyzePollyannafrom new critical

perspective.

1.7.TheoreticalFramework

New criticism isatheorywhichispopularin1940s-1960s.Thereareseveral

prominentfiguresrelatedtothistheorywhichareJohnCroweRansom,AlanTate,

RobertPennWarren,CleanthBrooks,etc.Thisgrouphoweverpopularwiththename

fugitiveandpublishedaliterarymagazinecalledTheFugitiveinNashvillefrom 1922-

1925.TsElliot’sessayhasasignificantimpactontheirideasregardingliterature.These

ideasincluding“literatureviewedasanorganictraditiontheimportanceofstrict

attentiontoform,aconservatismrelatedtoclassicalvalues,theidealofasocietythat

encouragesorderandtraditionapreferenceforritual,andtherigorousandanalytical

readingofliterarytexts”(Guerin100).

ScholarshavepurposedsomedefinitionofNewCriticism.Amongthosedefinition



isthat:”New criticism involvedawayofreadingthatemphasizedform – the

importanceofconsidering‘thewordsonthepage’–ratherthanfactorssuchasthelife

oftheauthorandhisorherintentions,orthehistoricalandideologicalcontextinwhich

thetextwasproduced“(BennetandRoyle11).ItmeansthatNewcriticismonlysees

whatinsidethetext,whathappensoutsidethetextorintherealworldthereisnothing

todowithnewcriticism.

Newcriticism ismostlyusedinanalyzingpoetry,buttwoessaysfrom American

scholarnamedMarkSchorerprovethatothergenreoffictioncanbeanalyzedwithNew

Criticism aswell.InhisessayTechniqueofDiscovery,Schorernotesthat”Modern

criticismhasshownusthattospeakofcontentassuchisnottospeakofartatall,but

ofexperience;andthatitisonlywhenwespeakoftheachievedcontent,theform,the

workofartasaworkofart,thatwespeakascritics.Thedifferencebetweencontent,or

experience,andachievedcontent,orart,istechnique..”(qtd.inSelden21).From the

quotationabovewecanseethatthemostimportantthinginanalyzingliteraryworksis

technique.

InthesecondessayFictionandtheAnalogicalMatrix,Schorerstatesthatthe

languageoffictionismorethanwhattheauthorintendedanditisreflectedintheuse

ofsymbolandimagery(qtd.inSelden22).Imageryandsymbolismdonotonlyappear

inpoetrybutalsoinallformsoffiction.Thatisthereasonwhynewcriticismalsocan

beusedinanalyzingliteraryworksotherthanpoetry.

Literaryworkssometimeshavemoremeaningthanwhattheauthorsintended.

Sometimesitisgreaterthantheauthorexpectedittobe.Theauthor’sintentionhas



nothingtodowithnewcriticism.Author’sintentionisnotthesameasthetextmeaning

whichthenewcriticscalledintentionalfallacy.Itisthesamewiththereadersrespond.

Asweknow,oneliteraryworkcanhavemanyinterpretationsandsometimesitdepends

onthereaders.Manyreadersinterpretedtheworksbasedontheirbackground,

experiences,andfeelings.Thelastfactorisbecausethesaidworkhasimpactonthem

sotheyinterpretitbasedonthefeelingthattheygetafterorwhilereadingthework.The

impactoftheliteraryworktowardthefeelingofthereaderiscalledaffectivefallacy

(Tyson136-137).Therefore,newcriticsexcludedthesetwoaspects;author’sintention

andreader’sfeeling.

Thetechniquethatnewcriticsuseisclosereadingwhichisatechniquetocarefully

examinetheimages,symbols,metaphors,rhyme,meter,pointofview,setting,

characterization,plotandsoforth.Theseaspectsarecalledformalelementsbecause

theygiveliteraryworkaform(137).Forminliterarylanguageis“thewordchoiceand

arrangementthatcreatetheaesteticsexperience”(138).Theformisinseparablefrom

it’scontent,itsmeaning.Itisthesameassayingthat“how literarytextmeanis

inseparablefromwhatitmeans”(138).

Agreatliteraryworkisaworkwhichit’sformandcontentarecompatiblewithone

another.Ifitreallymatcheswithoneanotheritwillformanorganicunity.Tyson(2006)

defineorganicunityas“theworkingtogetherofallpartstomakeaninseparablewhole”

(138).‘Allparts’inthissayingrefertotheformalelements.Ifitisworkstogether,ifitis

reallymatchedwithoneanotherthenitishelpinginbuildupthemostimportantthingin

literaryworkwhichisthethemeorthemeaningoftheworkasawhole.



Thereare4keyelementsinnewcriticalreadingwhichare;paradox,ambiguity,

irony,andtension.These4elements,helpinginanalyzingthetextasanorganicunity.

 Paradox

Tyson(2006)describesthat“paradoxisstatementthatseemsself-contradictory

butrepresentstheactualwaythingsare”(138).Itmeansthatsayingsomethingina

complexwaybutthemeaningofthewordsisverysimple.

 AccordingtoAbrams(1999),ironyisawayofhidingsomethingbutnottodeceive

buttosaysomethinginrhetoricalway(135).Ironydividedinto:

1.VerbalIrony

VerbalironyIstheactofsayingsomethingbutwhatitmeansiscompletely

differentfromhowthewaythepersonsaysit(Abrams135).

2.DramaticIrony

Dramaticironyisaconditionwherethereadersandtheaudience(ofaplay)

knowsomethingthatthecharactersdidnotawareof.

3.SituationalIrony

Accordingtoliterarydevice.comsituationalironyoccurwhentheexpectationof

somethingthatwillhappeniscompletelydifferentfromwhathappenedlater.

 Ambiguity



Ambiguityiswhenaword,imageoreventhavemorethanonemeaning(Tyson140).

 Tension

Tysonstatethattensionis“createdbytheintegrationoftheabstractandthe

concrete,ofgeneralandideasembodiedinspecificimages”(140).Inshort,tension

createdbytwooppositethingsinthestory.Notonlythat,tensioncanbereachthrough

thedynamicinterplayofparadox,ironyandambiguity.

1.8.MethodoftheLiteraryResearch

Thisstudybelongtoqualitativeresearch.AccordingtoDenzinandLincoln(2005),

qualitativeresearchis:

Qualitativeresearchisasituatedactivitythatlocatestheobserverintheworld.

Itconsistofasetofinterpretive,materialpracticethatmaketheworldvisible.

Thesepracticestransform theworld.Theyturntheworldinto aseriesof

representations,including field notes,interviews,conversations,photograph,

recording,andmemostotheself.Atthislevel,qualitativeresearchinvolvesan

interpretive,naturalisticapproachtotheworld(3).

Thequotationabovemeansthatqualitativeresearchisatypeofresearchwherethe

interpretationoftheresearchertowardthephenomena/objectoftheresearchisthe

mostimportantthing.Thereareseveralwaysincollectingthedatainqualitative

researchincludinginterviews,fieldnotes,conversations,etc.However,inthisresearch

thewriterwillnotapplythesetechniques,instead,thewriterwillapplylibraryresearch.

AccordingtoElmerE.Rasmusonin“Research,InstructionandLibraryResearch



ProcessOutreachServices”

“Libraryresearchinvolvesthestep-by-stepprocessusedtogatherinformation

inordertowriteapaper,createapresentation,orcompleteaproject.Asyou

progressfromonesteptothenext,itiscommonlynecessarytobackup,revise,add

additionalmaterialorevenchangeyourtopiccompletely”(2016).

Inconclusion,libraryresearchisakindofmethodwheretheresearchergathersall

informationfrom anykindofsources.Libraryresearchhasmanypurposessuchas

writingapaper,creatingpresentationorcompletingaproject.

Inthisresearch,theresearcherdividesthedataintotwocategorieswhichare

primaryandsecondarydata.Theprimarydatawillbetakenfrom ElanorH.Porter’s

novelPollyanna(1913).Secondarydatawillcomefromthereadingmaterialsrelatedto

thenovelandtheissuesthatthewriterwantstoanalyze.

Thesecondstepisanalyzingthedata.Inanalyzingthedata,thewriterappliednew

criticism.First,thewriterreadthenovelextensivelyinordertogettheissueofthe

importanttodoanefforttogethappinesstogetherwithitsevidence.Secondly,the

writerread,browseandcollectedotherinformationrelatedtothenovelandtheissue

thatthewriterwantstoanalyze.Afterthat,thewriterappliednewcriticismtoanalyze

theformalelementsandandtheotherelementsinthenovelPollyanna,whichhelpin

forminganorganicunitywithinthenovel..

Thethirdstepispresentingtheresultoftheanalysis.Inpresentingtheresultofthe

analysisthewriterusesdescriptivemethod,sincetheresearchisaqualitativeone.So,

thedataareelaboratedthroughwords,notintheformofnumberandpicture.


