CHAPTERII

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Research

Literature is a form of written or spoken artistic expression that uses language to explore
themes, stories, and ideas. It encompasses a wide range of genres, including poetry, novels, plays,

and short stories. According to Mario Klarer (1), “Underlying literary production is certainly the
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Out of the many forms and genres of literary works, poetry is one of the oldest and most
complex ones. Poetry does not only have themes and messages but also puts emphasis on figurative
language and rhymes. As a form of literary expression poetry uses language to evoke emotion,
create imagery, and convey ideas in a condensed and often highly musical form. It encompasses a

wide range of styles, including traditional rhymed and metered verse, as well as free verse and



experimental forms. Klarer (27) explains that “the majority of poetry definitions are limited to
characteristics such as verse, rhyme, and meter”. However, Klarer also states that since these
criteria cannot be applied to modern prose poetry, experimental poetry, or free verse, “the use of
syntactic structures and rhetorical figures to achieve poetic expressions should also be included as

the characteristics of poetry” (27).

Poetry has complex elements such as themes, figurative language, rhyme, and messages.
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interpretation and analysis of the works of literature themselves.”

One of the most significant poets in English literature is Robert Frost. Robert Lee Frost,
known as Robert Frost, was an American poet whose works are famous for being short on words
but long on wit, containing wisdom about social and philosophical issues. Frost is best known for

his epigrammatic summarization of general characters. He has wise utterances on various problems



we face in our daily lives. Especially given his lack of experience with city folk and urban living,

his perspective on the world is untainted (Miller 1).

In the past, poets used to symbolically and metaphorically represent current events that
directly or indirectly involve humans in the poem. However, this is not the case for Robert Frost's
works. Although nature is always involved in his poetry, natures irrelevant to the message of the
poem. Most of the time, nature is used as satire, irony, and metaphor in Robert Frost’s poems (Yi

Huang130).
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Robert Frost is best known for hT® (ch as The Road Not Taken and Stopping
by Woods on a Snowy Evening, which have become synonymous with the American literary canon.
Robert Frost's distinguishing feature is his consistency in using deep meaning and figurative
language to create a poetic sense that always includes his background and the universal. In one
sense, his poetry expresses rural New England’s detachment from the "modern", emphasizing the

absolute absence of meaningful references to modern realities such as industrialization,

urbanization, and wealth distribution (Agustin2). We are now living in an era where



industrialization has grown so much and nature has experienced so much damage. Considering
that Robert Frost often discussed the themes of nature in his works, exploring his poems might

bring new insights that are relevant to our modern society.

Out of all of Robert Frost’s works, there are five remarkably written poems that explore nature

as their theme. They are A Prayer In Spring (1915), 4n Old Man’s Winter Night (1916), Fire and

poems use elements of n
on the elaboration abov{

poems to find the messa

1.2 ldentification of t

Most of Robert F ere the reader indirectly

elaborates the issues that aphysical poetry, Robert
Frost's poems are made divetgeorically describes his life,
purpose, and obligations. The interpretation progresses from simple to mysterious until the poem'’s
final line reveals the whole meaning. This research aims to examine the poem's deep meaning and

help readers understand more about irony of inner conflicts in Robert Frost's poems.



1.3 Review of Related Literature

Most of Robert Frost’s works have been the object of many studies in literary research. In
this subchapter, the writer will review and compare several articles that analyze poems with the

same theme to support this research.

The first review is on Ambika’s article (2011) entitled "An Ecocritical Reading of Robert
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The second review is on an articl (1928) entitled “Analysis on Nature in
Robert Frost’s Poetry” which analyzes the three perspectives of Robert Frost’s works from the
intentions, the theme, and the rhymes of the poems. One of his analyses talks about the nature of
the poetry A Winter Eden(1928). The poem is about the place of winter in the cycle of the seasons
and how winter symbolizes the cycle of life that humans experience. From this poem, the reader
may find beauty in the snowy woods or imagine the song of a bird. This is contrary to Stopping by

The Woods on a Snowy Evening (1923),where winter is described as cold, dark, and uncertainty.



This article illustrates how the same theme in Robert Frost’s different works could be interpreted

differently from a particular perspective.

Another review is on a study by Rinda Sonia (2020) entitled “An Analysis of Figurative
Language in Poetry Entitled “Mending Wall” by Robert Frost”. She found that figurative language
is one of the most important elements in writing poetry. The poet must be able to choose an

appropriate word to describe something clearly in the reader's mind. Therefore, imagination plays

major role in order to achieve o
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metaphor, personification and hyperbole are a dominant intrinsic point of view.

Last but not least, an article by Reny Heryanti (2012) entitled “The Meaning and Irony in
Robert Frost’s The Road Not Taken” discusses about how irony play important rule in expressing

a poet’s feeling, it is also said that human being live in age of irony. It is because irony appears in



many aspect of life. When irony works that’s where it will help to understand mutually for both

speaker and hearer, because they know the utterance in the poem.

entitled “Figure of Speech in Robert Frost’s Poems” by Darmawati Sihite (2018), this article

explains of figure of speech that being used in Robert Frost’s poems and how many

Previous researches are a valuable source for understanding both the works of Robert Frost

and the theory of intrinsic analysis. Based on those reviews, the writer concludes that this study is

different from those proad on how Robert Frost used

nature for imagery in hig

1.4 Research Questio |
This research is ex

1. Whataret er In Spring (1915), An

Old Man’s g By Woods On Snowy
his poems using irony
'oht (1916), Fire and Ice

(1920), Stopping IM PLAZH~and A Minor Bird (1923)?

1.5 Scope of the Research

The purpose of this research is to understand the irony used in Robert Frost's poems and their

messages, which will be analyzed using Brook’s theory about irony. It can be helpful for the reader



to understand more about Robert Frost's poems. In addition, the study will also analyze the

message that Robert Frost tries to deliver to the reader through his poems.

1.6 The objectives of the study

The purpose of this study is to examine the meaning behind the lines in the selected poems
by Robert Frost. As social beings, humans are complicated creatures. They are so easy to change

their mind, sometimes can be confusing or straightforward, and they always come and go, which
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