I. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Ichthyophis elongatus Taylor, 1965 is one of the caecilians found in West Sumatra,

known as "ula tanah/ula sarok" (Padang, Batusangkar, Solok) or "ulek tanah" (50
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1965, is the only one of five species W alocality type in Padang, West Sumatra
(Taylor, 1965). The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has
assigned this species the status of data deficient which means there is a lack of data
on abundance and/or distribution (IUCN SSC Amphibian Specialist Group 2018;

Harapan et al., 2020).



This species is found in moist areas along the river. Larvae only exist in the
river, juvenile specimens were gathered in a shallow section of the river as well as
in leaf litter along the river's banks (Iskandar, 2004). This species is also found in
leaf litter, under rotting logs, and along stream beds, paddy fields, riverbanks, and
secondary woods, as well as damp settings such as marshes and tiny muddy rivers

(Hamidy, 2007; Geissler et al., 2014; Harapan et al., 2020). Until now, 1. elongatus
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at the family to species level, so p relationship of a species can be
known (Gower et al., 2002, 2005; Kartavtsev and Lee, 2006). According to research
by Gower et al. (2005) on the cytochrome b gene of Ichthyophis in Sri Lanka that
are monophyletic. Based on the literature review, further research on the kinship

relationship between I. elongatus, which is present in numerous regions of West

Sumatra, and other Asian Ichthyophis is required.



1.2 Formulation of Research Problem

How is the genetic relationship between the Ichthyophis elongatus found in West

Sumatra and other Asian Ichthyophis?
1.3 Research Objectives

To determine the genetic relationship between the Ichthyophis elongatus in West

Indonesia's

is elongatus
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